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Bidden,  Jack  L.  (F.C.A.) 


Reclaiming  Canada^  sovereignty;  thornhill,  Ontario, 

L4J  2S5;  LNC  Publications,  1996;  Appendices  207p. 

A former  bankruptcy  expert  and  advisor  to  government  on  in- 
flation and  price  control,  the  author  says  that  after  World  War  II 
the  Bank  of  Canada  recouped  the  cost  of  the  war  by  issuing  money 
at  low  interest  rates  and  not  borrowing  from  foreigners.  Since, 
the  Bank  of  Canada  has  not  required  the  chartered  banks  to  main- 
tain with  it  reserves  at  no  interest;  and  the  banks  have  been 
lending  to  the  Bank  of  Canada  at  high  interest  rates  and  issuing 
loans  to  the  full  extent  of  deposits. 

He  recommends  a return  to  the  previous  system,  also  the  re- 
placement of  the  G.S.T.  and  Provincial  taxes  by  a low  rate  Finan- 
cial Transaction  Tax  which  would  leave  more  money  in  the  hands  of 
consumers  and  would  not  seriously  harm  business  and  financial 
enterprises  now  profiting  from  high  interest  rates  and  low  inter- 
est rates  to  savers. 

Far  from  thinking  that  the  Bank  of  Canada  issuing  sufficient 
money  to  finance  current  trade  would  fuel  inflation,  he  points  out 
that  for  fifty  years  there  has  been  no  shortage  of  goods  and  ser- 
vices in  Canada,  and  that  we  have  a large  number  of  unemployed  who 
need  jobs  at  good  wages  to  maintain  a decent  lifestyle.  He  says 
that  NAFTA  and  the  abandonment  of  tariffs  has  left  us  vulnerable 
to  foreign  low-wage  competition,  and  that  we  must  renounce  the 
agreement . 

There  are  many  other  sound  ideas  which  the  author  propounds 
to  correct  the  present  deplorable  economic  outlook. 

If  the  current  profit  system  is  to  be  maintained,  I agree 
that  his  views  should  be  given  serious  consideration  and  modified 
if  necessary  after  being  debated. 

His  insistence  that  we  need  jobs,  however,  I cannot  concur 
with.  If,  as  he  says,  there  is  no  shortage  of  goods  and  services, 
why  need  we  produce  more?  This  only  leads  to  the  increasing  bank- 
ruptcies (last  year  they  were  50%  higher  than  in  1995,  and  this 
are  (1997)  higher  still  because  people  do  not  have  the  money  to 
buy  the  abundance  available).  Jeremy  Rifkin^s  The  End  of  Work  i s 
a far  better  view  of  current  reality;  machines  are  doing  the  work 
they  were  created  to  perform  for  us;  we  should  benefit  from  their 
work,  not  be  punished.  Since  no  more  human  labor  is  needed  (we 
would  not  have  a million  and  a half  unemlpoyed  if  their  work  were 
necessary)  an  adequate  Guaranteed  Annual  Income  should  be  granted 
on  a universal  basis  like  our  Old  Age  Security  Pensions,  and  like 
them  taxed  back  from  those  who  do  not  need  it.  This  would  be  fair 
to  everyone,  and  would  eliminate  dire  poverty. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  28,  1997 


3246  Portage  Avenue 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3K  0Y9 
(204)  831-7777 


CELEBRATING 

THE  First  Quarter  Century 

1962-1987 

Le  Premier  Quart  De  Siecle 

CA  SE  FETE! 


FtRStCltF'DlUSt 


Bidston,  Lester 


A Leap  Through  Space;  London,  Drane^s 

(In  the  advertising  pages  at  the  rear  of  Some  Cases  of 
Sherwood  Lang,  Detective,  is  the  following  description) ; 

An  absorbing  story  of  imagine tive  adventure , far  from 
Earth.  Never  before  has  writer  so  vividly  portrayed  the 
travail  of  the  Worlds,  their  lusty  youth,  vigorous  maturity 
and  final  agony  of  decay. 

^’A  visit  to  Mars  in  a vessel  whose  pov/er  of  r^ashing  throup-h 
space  is  based  on  the  neutralization  of  the  la\¥  of  gravity. 
Arrived  on  the  planet  we  are  quite  glad  to  discover  that  Mr. 
Bidston  does  not  propose  to  give  us  a Utopia,  but  to  plunge  us 
and  his  three  adventurous  heroes  into  the  internecine  fight  of 
the  Martians  in  their  dying  world  and  then  to  send  them  off  to 
Vulcan,  the  ninth  planet.  Here  horrible  beasts  are  encountered, 
sea-serpents,  enormous  bats  which  grip  and  throttle  you,  huge 
mastodons  and  colossal  tigers,  and  trees  two  hundred  feet  high 
with  giant  leaves.  IT  13  AN  INGENIOUS  TALE  WITH  MANY  GOOD  DES- 
CRIPTIVE PASSAGES;  and  the  perfect  coolness  of  the  three  '^chun_s” 
on  their  desperate  adventure  gives  a pleasantly  light  touch  to 
the.  whole.  One  of  them  thought  so  little  of  a trip  across  the 
universe  that  he  took  in  .his  pocket  a good  sum  of  money  in  bank- 
notes in  case'  they  landed  on  the  return  journey,  at  some  dlstanc 
from  England . ” — '^The  Times** . 
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Biers  tad  t,  Edward  Hale 

Enter  Murderersl:  Eight  Studies  in  Murder;  Garden  City, 
New  York,  Garden  City  Publishing -Co. , Inc.  (1937,  Publishers)- 
(1934,  Author)  308p. 

1.  Mutiny,  Edward  Self ridge,  1826;  2.  Poisoning,  William 
Chapman,  1831,  Don  Lino  Amalia  Esposimina,  impostor;  3.  Henri- 
etta Robinson  (Charlotte  Wood)' Insane  poisoning;  4.  Poisoning, 
Maria  Van  Dusen  (Mrs.  Hendrickson)  by  her  husband;- 5.  Philip 
.Barton  Key  shot  by  Daniel  Sickles,  1859;  6.  Albert  Richardson 
shot  by  Daniel  McFarland,  1869;  7,  Lizzie  Lowell  killed  in  a 
quarrel  by  her  husband  Jim,  1870;  8.  Kurt  von  Hohens taufen, 
poisoned  by  Thomas  Neumann,  who  later  impersonated  him  and 
tried  to  inherit  his  father’s  estate,  1875,  exposed  after  he 
killed  also  his  victim’s  avenger  who  had  trailed  him  for  18 
years  in  anticipation  of  trouble. 

These  eases,  although  they  mention  others  incidentally, 
do  not  appear  to  have  been  covered  in  any  other  volumes  I 
have  recently  read.  The  Author  has  an  irritating  habit  of 
editorializing  his  impressions,  but  writes  well  and  makes  an 
interesting  book. 

See  Craig  Rice:  45  Murderers,  re  Henrietta  Robinson, 


/ 


Bierstadt,  Edward  Hale 

Satan  Was  a ll&a;  Toronto,- Popular  Library  (#EB16),  (May- 
1954),  (1935,  Author,  Double  day)  144p. 

Although  primarily  a study  in  abnormal  psychology,  this 
novel  is  also  borderline  fantasy.  The  murderer,  hating  and 
killing  his  mother  and  his  wife,  is  influenced  by  dreams  of 
the  murderers  Jack  the  Ripper Lizzie  Borden  and  Crippen  in- 
spired by  reading  books  based  on  their  crimes. 

The  psychologist  and  the  doc- tor  who  are  involved  in  the 
story  seem  to  me  to  violate  their  responsibilities,  knowing 
of  - the  ixcevi table  outcome  of  their  suspicions,  and  having  in 
the  case  of  the  mother,  concealed  evidence  which  might  have 
placed  the  murderer  in  protec tiv/e  custody. 

I am  classifying  the  novel  as  a murder  mystery  rather 
than  a fantasy,  but  could  be  easily  swayed  from  this  decision 
Certainly  there  is  no  explana tion  of  how  the  author  came  to 
be  aware  of  the  murderer^  s thoughts  and  dreams. 
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Biggs  , Jr . , John 


Seven  Days  Whipping;  New  York,  Charles  Scribner’s  Sons, 

1928  219p. 

Although  I had  this  book  filed  in  my  fantasy  section,  it 
is  not  listed  in  Bleiler  1,  and  it  is  not  a fantasy,  but  comes 
close  to  being  classified  as  horror. 

Judge  La  Place,  51  years  old  and  well  respected,  commits 
an  ignorant  Indian  to  prison.  His  wife  is  expecting  their  first 
child  and  he  goes  home  to  remove  a hive  of  bees  from  an  out- 
building just  as  a severe  storm  approaches.  He  is  astounded  to 
see  an  Indian  throw  a dead  deer  on  his  veranda  steps,  and  when 
he  tries  to  question  the  man  is  merely  answered  ’’father”.  The 
Indian  insists  that  the  Judge  must  accept  the  deer,  but  La  Place 
refuses  and  orders  the  Indian  off  the  premises.  La  Place  must 
go  for  the  doctor,  but  the  Indian  bars  his  way  to  the  car  and 
La  Place  shoots  him  in  desperation  and  fear. 

A fine  baby  boy  is  born;  the  Judge  is  apprehended  when  he 
admits  the  shooting  (which  is  not  fatal),  but  the  book  ends  with 
La  Place  wondering  ’’Who  can  tell  what  any  man  can  do?” 

The  long,  detailed  description  of  the  Judge’s  quiet  life  and 
his  gradual  fear  and  desperation  leading  to  attempted  murder  are 
the  author’s  serious  consideration  of  the  difficulty  of  knowing 
all  the  circumstances  leading  to  crime. 

A worthwhile  read. 


Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice, 
Box  51,  Station  “L”, 

Winnipeg,  Man. 

R3H  0Z4. 


Dear  Choice  Supporter: 

You  are  invited  to  a Choice  Celebration.  We  will  celebrate 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  Decision 
recognizing  a woman's  right  to  reproductive  freedom.  We 
will  honour  Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler,  who  fought  with  us  to 
win  this  right. 

A Choice  Celebration  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  on -Thursday, 
February  16,  1989,  at  the  International  Inn.  A 
presentation  to  Dr.  Morgentaler  will  be  made  at  8:00  p.m. 
Wine  and  cheese  will  be  served. 


We  hope  to  accomplish  two  goals  from  this  event.  First,  we 
intend  to  develop  resources  to  lobby  the  Federal  Government 
regarding  the  introduction  of  any  restrictive  legislation 
on  abortion.  We  need  the  voice  of  Manitobans  to  be  heard. 
We  have  a critical  role  to  play  in  the  upcoming  debate. 

Second,  we  want  to  mount  a legal  challenge  to  the 
Provincial  Government's  decision  to  refuse  to  pay  for 
abortions  outside  of  hospitals.  We  know  that  abortions  in 
approved  medical  facilities  such  as  community  health 
clinics  are  safer  and  less  costly.  We  believe  the 
government  is  acting  unethically,  perhaps 
unconstitutionally . 

Tickets  for  this  Choice  Celebration  are  available  at  a cost 
of  $25.00.  Larger  donations  are  welcomed.  Benefactors, 
who  contribute  $200.00  and  over  and  donors  ($100.00  - 
$199.00)  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  evening's  program. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  at  Bold  Print,  478-A  River  Avenue, 
the  Manitoba  Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women, 

16  - 222  Osborne  Street,  Times  Change  Restaurant  on  Main 
and  St.  Mary's,  or  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  at 
the  Gwen  Secter  Creative  Living  Centre,  1588  Main  Street. 
Reservations  will  be  accepted  by  mail  at  the  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice. 

Please  join  us,  to  celebrate  our  past  victory,  to  honour 
Dr.  Morgentaler,  and  to  help  ensure  that  our  right  to 
reproductive  choice  will  be  retained. 


Yours  sincerely, 

it! 

^hoice  A c 


aign  for  reproductive  freedom 


Bigland  , Eileen 


Flower  Without  Root;  London,  etc 
(London)  Ltd  (1952) 


Jarrolds  Publishers 
239p 


I am  sending  copies  of  these  notes  to  Buck  Coulson  and  Ned 
Brooks,  as  it  portrays  both  the  fraudulent  and  actual  aspects  of 
"psychics". 

Goosie  Macallister,  daughter  of  a Highland  laird,  reads  a 
History  of  Witchcraft  in  Scotland  when  she  is  twelve  years  old  and 
practises  poltergeist  and  malicious  witchcraft  phenomena  to  gain 
her  ends  and  attention.  These  culminate  in  the  death  of  a girl 
made  pregnant  by  Goosie’s  older  brother  and  make  her  subject  to 
blackmail  by  a sinister  lad  named  Murdo,  who  later  destroys  her 
virginity  . 

To  get  away  from  home  and  particularly  from  her  dour  mother 
whom  she  hates,  Goosie  marries  at  seventeen  a wealthy  botanist  of 
thirty-five  who  takes  her  to  China.  She  has  seen  in  France  an 
intriguing  younger  man,  falls  in  love  with  him  and  arranges  to  see 
him  again  when  they  are  both  in  China. 

Tiring  of  her  wealthy  but  parsimonious  husband,  she  decides 
to  drive  him  to  suicide  so  that  she  and  her  mysterious  lover  may 
indulge  freely;  with  her  husband  dead,  she  fears  that  a Chinese 
doctor  friend  of  her  lover  suspects  her  guilt  and  may  reveal  this 
to  her  lover.  She  also  experiences  visits  from  the  ghost  of  her 
husband,  so  lives  in  fear. 

Outbreak  of  the  second  World  War  causes  absences  of  her  lover 
and  she  works  with  the  Chinese  doctor  on  casualties,  dreading  yet 
respecting  him.  Her  lover  is  told  of  her  guilt,  she  unconsciously 
betrays  him  as  a spy  for  the  Soviets  and  a Communistv  and  loses 
him.  Back  to  work  with  the  doctor,  she  relinquishes  her  evil  ways 
and  the  book  ends  with  her  feeling  that  she  has  overcome  her  past 
and  is  at  peace . 

The  first  half  of  this  novel  is  much  better  than  the  rest. 

The  fraudulent  trickery  and  evil  motivation  of  Goosie  are  explained 
well.  Her  conversion  to  virtue  isn’t  so  convincing,  and  her  char- 
acter change  is  confusing. 

Although  not  primarily  a fantasy,  it  is  associat ional . 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
February  12,  1995 


Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice, 
Box  51,  Station  “L”, 

Winnipeg,  Man. 

R3H  0Z4. 


Dear  Choice  Supporter: 

You  are  invited  to  a Choice  Celebration.  We  will  celebrate 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  Decision 
recognizing  a woman's  right  to  reproductive  freedom.  We 
will  honour  Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler,  who  fought  with  us  to 
win  this  right. 

A Choice  Celebration  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  on -Thursday, 
February  16,  1989,  at  the  International  Inn.  A 
presentation  to  Dr.  Morgentaler  will  be  made  at  8:00  p.m. 
Wine  and  cheese  will  be  served. 


We  hope  to  accomplish  two  goals  from  this  event.  First,  we 
intend  to  develop  resources  to  lobby  the  Federal  Government 
regarding  the  introduction  of  any  restrictive  legislation 
on  abortion.  We  need  the  voice  of  Manitobans  to  be  heard. 
We  have  a critical  role  to  play  in  the  upcoming  debate. 

Second,  we  want  to  mount  a legal  challenge  to  the 
Provincial  Government's  decision  to  refuse  to  pay  for 
abortions  outside  of  hospitals.  We  know  that  abortions  in 
approved  medical  facilities  such  as  community  health 
clinics  are  safer  and  less  costly.  We  believe  the 
government  is  acting  unethically,  perhaps 
unconstitutionally . 

Tickets  for  this  Choice  Celebration  are  available  at  a cost 
of  $25.00.  Larger  donations  are  welcomed.  Benefactors, 
who  contribute  $200.00  and  over  and  donors  ($100.00  - 
$199.00)  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  evening's  program. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  at  Bold  Print,  478-A  River  Avenue, 
the  Manitoba  Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women, 

16  - 222  Osborne  Street,  Times  Change  Restaurant  on  Main 
and  St.  Mary's,  or  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  at 
the  Gwen  Secter  Creative  Living  Centre,  1588  Main  Street. 
Reservations  will  be  accepted  by  mail  at  the  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice. 

Please  join  us,  to  celebrate  our  past  victory,  to  honour 
Dr.  Morgentaler,  and  to  help  ensure  that  our  right  to 
reproductive  choice  will  be  retained. 


Yours  sincerely, 

^hofce  A c 


•a/gn  for  reproductive  freedom 


Bilhana./ ?)x:  t 


‘.-■e 


j * 


"’Lvj  Be  •■' ’e  t.  Delights  of  Love;  Illustrate-:  by  C-erharl 
Gcllwitser;  Iranslate':  TTom  the  "'•anskrit  by  ^-ertrude  Clorius 
Bch7/eboll;  T^^ri'-on,  dTew  ^ork,  The  TeU-'^^  T'av.r^^r  ^ress 

(l966j  Pt'iBllshers)  ; f * ' Thpanina ted. 

This  is  poetz’y  extolling  the  beauty  of  woman  and  the 
enjoyment  of  physical  love.  It  is  of  little  importance,  but 
may  appeal  tchtha  sent.l-mentalj  “both  in  words  and- in  art. 
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Bingham,  Helen  E. 


An  Irish  oaint:  Life  ^tory  of  Ann  Preston  (’’Holy  Ann”) 
Illustrated;  11th  thousand;  Toronto,  Svan^^elieal  Publishers, 

1918  (1907,  Author)  ^ 155p. 

This  book  is  unusual,  a simple  account  by  a writer  who 
is  evidently  ignorant  of  psychical  research  and  attributed 
the  phenomena  to  Ann’s  direct  contact  with  God. 

Principally,  Ann  had  no  education  and  v/as  unable  to 
learn  by  ordinary  lessons,  yet  suddenly  became  able  to  read 
passages  from  the  Bible,  but  was  never  able  to  read  from  any 
other  source.  Ghe  gradually  becamie  so  fam.iliar  with  the 
Bible  that  she  was  able  to  quote  apposite  passages  to  back 
her  reason^ing,  and  many  ministers  who  knew  her  acknowledx^ed 
that  she  knew  her  Bible  better  than  they  did. 

Gecondarily,  she  was  apparently  clairvoyant  and  able  to 
locate  missing  articles  lost  by  others  by  concentrating:  on  asking? 
God  v;here  they  were,  Ghe  may  also  have  had  som.e  n:ift  of  healing, 
though  this  is  not  emphasised. 

In  many  respects  she  resembles  the  ’’Idiot  xxxautis  savants” 
known  to  psychology. 

A sort  of  maid  of  all  work  in  the  household  of  Dr.  Reid, 
she  was  brought  to  Canada  from  Ireland,  and  lived  in  Thornhill 
Ontario  most  of  her  later  life,  looking  after  the  Reid  children 
when  Mrs.  Reid,  and  later  the  doctor  himself  died. 

A more  carefud}  reading  of  this  book  would  supply  material 
for  an  article. 


HOME  STREET 


CHRISTIAN  CHURCH 


(DISCIPLES  OF  CHRIST) 


240  HOME  STREET  • WINNIPEG,  MANITOBA  R3G  1X3  • (204)  783-5881 


May  30,  1982 


Dear  Home  Street  Youth: 

Just  a note  to  let  you  know  of  the  fun  and  exciting 
youth  activities  coming  your  way  this  Summer. 

First  " Youth  Campout,  July  1-4  at 

Spruce  Woods  Provincial  Park 
A registration  form  is  enclosed  - note  its  due  date: 

June  20.  This  is  especially  for  you  - the  youth  of 
Home  Street  Church  - and  your  friends.  We'll  leave 
the  church  at  8:30  AM,  July  1. 

Second  - Encounter  '82,  August  8-15  at 
Bird's  Hill  Provincial  Park 

This  is  the  Big  One!  Youth  from  all  across  Canada  will 
he  joining  us  for  a terrific  week.  Camp  leader  will  he 
Steve  Mahry  from  Sacramento,  California.  If  you 
attended  the  Anaheim  Assembly  last  year,  you  may 
remember  him  as  one  of  the  youth  leaders  - the  one 
with  the  guitar.  Enclosed  is  further  information  on 
Encounter  and  an  Encounter  Registration  form.  Note 
its  due  date:  June  30. 

Again  this  year  you  have  something  great  to  work 
for.  Bottles?  Car  washes?  Whatever;  it's  time  to 
begin.  I'll  be  in  touch. 


In  His  Service, 


Binharamer,  Katherine 


She  Wields  a Pen:  An  Exhibition  of  Women’s  Literary  History 
Illustrated;  Edmonton,  University  of  Alberta,  1997;  Bibliography 

unpaginated . 

95  important  literary  books  by  women  authors  are  mentioned 
and  this  book  provides  a sketch  of  the  feminist  movement  giving 
me  information  of  which  I was  previously  ignorant. 

Our  older  daughter,  Ellen  Kruger,  is  a feminist  and  a pro- 
choice  advocate.  I am  passing  this  book  on  to  her  because  it  is 
an  excellent  reference  to  her  special  interests. 

The  author  deserves  much  credit  for  research  and  her  style  of 
presenting  facts. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  1,  1998 


3246  Portage  Avenue 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3K  0Y9 
(204) 831-7777 


The  First  Quarter  Century 

1962-1987  

Le  Premier  Quart  De  Siecle 

gA  SE  FETE! 


RnstCltFl^U^t 


Bird,  tT.  Malcolm 

My  Pc^yohic  Adventures;  Illustrated;  New  York,  Scienti- 
fic American  Publishing  Go.,  1924  309p. 

since  this  volume  lacks  an  index,  it  is  neee^jsary  to^ 
survey  its  contents*  As  Associate  Editor  of  the  Scientific 
American,  he  was  appointed  to  tour  Europe  and  report  on  his 
experiences  investigating  mediums  and  phenomena  under  the 
sponsorship  and  often  in  company  with  sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle. 
This  book  revises  and  summarizes  articles  published  in  the 
magazine,  and  offers  tentative  conclusions  of  the  author ^s 
views. 

After  early  chapters  devoted  to  an  explanation  of  the 
problems,  Bird  details  seances  he  attended  with  John  ^loan, 
Mrs*  Osborne  Leonard,  a private  group  without  a medium,  Evan 
Powell,  William  Hope  and  Mrs*  Buxton, ~and  Frau  Vollhard  in 
Europe,  and  with  Ada  Besinnet  and  "Mrs*  X”  a -^late -writing 
medium  after  his  return  to  the  United  states.  Hiq  visits  to 
European  locations  often  meant  only  contacts  with  re^rearchers 
because  mediums  were  not  available.  As  now,  good  mediums 
were  scarce,  and  often  averse  to  scientific  examination  of 
their  phenomena. 

Of  the  seances,  Bird  found  most  impressive  tho^e  of 
Evan  Powell,  Besinnet,  and  ’^Mrs.  X’\  but,  sometimes  because 
of  his  own  inadequacies  as  an  investigator  and  recorder,  and 
sometimes  because  of  the  unscientific  nature  of  the  seances, 
he  hedges  his  declaration  of  results  by  declaring  that  he 
witnessed  inexplicable  phenomena,  but  cannot  certify  whether 
they  were  produced  supernormally  or  by  fraud.  Provisionally 
he  advocates  their  continued  investigation  becaucse  he  cannot 
understand  how  these  facts  can  occur. 

Many  of  the  phenomena  occurring  during  his  seances  are 
similar  to  those  which  occur  spontaneously  in  poltergeist 
cases,  and  may  be  attributed  to  cognate  causes. 

Bird  appears  to  have  been  unemotionally  affected  by  his 
experiences,  and  is  cautious  about  his  descriptions  of  what 
he  witnessed.  This  book  is  an  important  supplement  to  the 
spiritualistic  works  of  Doyle,  because  it  gives  at  greater 
length  than  Doyle  did,  details  of  seances  which  he  attended 
with  Bird.  It  also  confirms  that  Doyle  went  to  con^riderable 
trouble  to  a^^sist  Bird  throughout  his  tour. 

This  book  should  be  retained  for  reference. 
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-Bird,  i:loii£^QX 

. Bedazzled;  a novel  ( f ron  a screenp.lay  by  Peter'  Cook 
based  on  an  original  story  by  Peter  Cook  'd  Dudley  T'.oore  ; 
London,  Dpere  Books  Limited  (1968).  141p, 

Btaiiley  i.Ioon  is  a Caspar  Milquetoast  character  who  Is^ 
silently  in  love  with  a waitress  named  Hargare  t Bpencer  at' 
the  hamburger  bar  where  he  works.  Unable  to  ^immon  courage 
to  declare  his  love,  he  prepares  for  suicide,  but  is  saved 
by  the  Devil  in  the  form  of  Georf^e.Bpiggot,  who  grants  him 
seven  wishes  in  exchange  for  his  soul. 

Btanley  finds  that  although  the  Devil  lives  up  to  the 
bargain,  there  is  alv^?ays  some  fly  in  the  ointment  which  pre- 
vents his  eonsumma ting  his  love  for  Thrgaret,  who  remains 
cool  to  him  througholit  several  encounters,  although  in  some 
she  displays  passion  for  others.  Ultimately,  he  determines 
to  be  himself  and  take  his  chances  with  Margaret  on  the  basis 
of  his  own  resources. 

The  authors  of  the  original  story  played  in  the  movie,' 
and  it  is  apparent  that  this  is  simuly  a light  com’^ereial 
comedy  from  which  the  authors  were  determined  to  get  eirery 
bit  of  cash  available.  The  story  and  treatr.ent  are  trivial, 
there  is  no  originality  whate./ver,  and  although  the  book 
qualifies  as  fantasy,  an^  good  collection  can  , do  ^vithout  it. 
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CO  B ^ 


H.  B 


Hypnosis;  Nei/  Yor!c,  Award  Books  (#A298S);  ( 1968 , author ) 133p 

Trouble  with  typewriter  wtbboa  required  re-typing  of  the  in- 
foriaation  above. 

On  page  15  is  the  fifth  mention  I*ve  seen  in  books  oa  hypno- 
is  that  it  has  effected  cures  of  multiple  sclerosis » which  most 
octors  deem  incurable.  I have  therefore  racoameaded  to  my  oldest 
on,  who  suffers  from  the  disease,  that  hvo  should  read  -sufficient 
ooks  on  hypnosis  to  trust  that  it  may  help  him. 

This  book  is  a good  introduction  to  the  subject. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  28,  2000 
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Bisch,  Lotiis  S.,  M.D.,  Ph.D. 

Be  Glad  You* re  Neurotic;  New  York,  Blue  Ribbon  Books, 
Inc.  (1943)',  (1936,  McGraw-Hill  Book  Company,  Inc.)  201p. 

This  is  a popular  series  of  essays  on  the  p^eneral  theme 
that  neurotic  people  are  more  important^  than  the  ^*normal^* 
people  because  they  are  the  thinkers  and  doers,  and  do  not, 
or  are  not  capable  of  ad^ustins  to  crowd  psyaholo^y. 

Bisch  writes  constructively,  telling  how  to  turn  to  ad- 
vantage the  apparent  disabilities  and  frustrations  involved 
in  neurotic  problems.  This  is  an  interesting  and  useful  book 
which  can  be  helpful. 


ft 


Bisch,  Louis  E.,  A.B. , M.D.,  Ph.D. 

Your  Inner  Self;  Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubledafy,.  Paf?e 
Sc  Company,  1923  (1922,  Publishers;;  Suggested  Reading  List, 
Glossary,  Index  195p, 

This  is  a popular  exposition  of  psychoanalytic  theory, 
we  11 -writ ten  and  moderate.  It  should  be  retained  for  ref- 
erence. 


Bishop,  Georg© 


Flagellation:  The  Rod  and  the  Whip;  Hollywood,  Cali- 
fornia, The  Genell  Corp.  (1963),  (Ticeroy  #WP-109)  156p. 

Poorly  printed,  undocumented,  unreliable,  this  is  a 
sensational  presentation  of  the  pain  for  pleasure  in  sex 
perversion  which  a minority  of  pitiful  people  suffer. 

Although  there  are  chapters  of  interest,  and  the  sub- 
ject is  important  for  an  understanding  of  the  sex  impulse, 
this  book  is  not  a trustworthy  guide. 


f ■ 


Bishop,  John  Pea  le ; and  V/ilson,  Edmund  (Jr.) 

The  Undertaker’s  Garland;  DeGorations  by  Boris  Artzyba- 
sheff;  New  York,  Alfred  A.  Knopf,  1922  192p. 


Contents  - 

W Prefaoe  13 

B Prologue:  Lucifer  25P 

y/  1,  The  Death  of  the  Last  Centaur  27P 

B 2,  The  Funeral  of  3t.  Mary  Magdalene  39play 

W 3.  The  Funeral  of  a Roman tio  Poet  54P 

B 4.  The  Death  of  a Dandy  59P 

U 5.  The  Death  of  an  Efficiency  Expert  68P 

"B  6.  The  Funeral  of  an  Undertaker  91P 

Vi  7.  The  Death  of  a Soldier  99 

B 8,  The  Madman’s  Funeral  12 3P 

W ■ 9.  Emily  in  Hades  129* 

B 10.  The  Death  of  God  164P 

B 11.  Resurrection  175 

W Epilogue:  Apollo  191P 


The  theme  of  death  seemed  suitable  to  these  two  young 
men,  returning  to  industrialized  Are  rioa  after  the  war  and 
seeing  the  lives  of  people  rendered  slavish  by  vdedication  to 
the  making  of  money. 


Much  of  the  poetry  can  be  classified  as  fantasy,  but 
only  7^9  of  the  prose.  This  is  a depressing  view  of  the 
afterlife,  but  includes  encounters  with  Charon  and  Sappho, 
and  indicates  that  one’s  ov/n  limitations  are  carried  on  and 
influence  one’s  future  experience. 


As  usual  in  reading  poetry,  much  of  it  I find  incompre- 
hensible; possibly  because  of  my  impatience  with  it, 

#5  and  ■//7  interested  me  m.ost,  apart  from  the  one  fan- 
tasy. 


Bishop,  Morris 


The  Exotics:  Being  a Collection  of  Unique  Personalities 
and  Remarkable  Characters;  Illustrated;  New  York,  American 
Heritage  Press  (1968);  ( 1934-1969 , author ) 272p. 

This  is  a very  interesting,  well-researched  and  well- 
written  account  of  episodes  in  American  History  involving 
unusual  people;  the  socialistic  communities,  Deborah  Bampson 
who  enlisted,  and  other  famous  people  are  described  and  an 
account  of  their  doings  is  provided. 

The  illustrations  are  excellent. 
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Bixby , Jerome 


Call  for  an  Exorcist;  Chatsworth,  California,  Brandon  Books 
Illustrated;  (Second  Printing,  May,  1974,  Publishers)  158p. 

Although  like  many  books  from  this  publisher  the  sexual  as- 
pects are  emphasised,  these  short  skits  and  stories  are  clever 
and  well-written.  Many  of  the  most  profligate  historical  people 
like  Casanova  are  mentioned  and  some  used  as  characters,  most  of 
the  stories  are  intended  to  amuse  rather  than  horrify. 

Kingsley  Amis  is  said  to  have  considered  one  of  Bixby’s  of- 
ten anthologised  stories  as  the  most  horrifying  modern  fantasy 
story  he  had  read.  I am  rather  surprised  that  so  good  a writer 
would  spend  so  much  time  portraying  the  salacious;  but  there  is 
no  doubt  that  he  regards  sexual  experience  as  highly  pleasurable. 

Since  I have  never  read  an  issue  of  Planet  Stories  edited 

V 

by  Bixby,  I do  not  know  whether  he  encouaged  this  mood  in  the 
stories  by  others  he  published. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
April  10,  1998 
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BJerre^  Foul 

The  History  and  Practice"  of  Psychanalysis ; authorized 
translation  by  Elizabeth  Barrow;  'Bos ton j Richard  G, 
Badger/Toron to j The  Gopp  Clark  Co,,  Lijmited;  (1916,  Badger) 
Index  294p. 

This  is  an  excellent,  though  selective,  volume  from  the 
point  of  view  of  a practitioner  of  20,000  instances  of  hyp- 
notic treatment,  who  insists  that  hypnotism  will  be  brought 
back  into  reputable  use , perhaps  under  another  name,  and  who 
draws  attention  to  its  use  to  put  patients  into  healing  hyp- 
notic trances  for  weeks  and  over^  a month  on  occasions  to 
'rest  the  organism  and  relieve  it  of  the  tensions  which  en-  . 
courage  the  onslaught  of  mental  and  nervous  illness. 

Chapter  7 details  a case  of  obsession  cured  by  the  au- 
thor. ' - 

Chapter  2 tells  of  Wetterstrand  and  -the  Idsng  sleep  he 

used. 

c 

This  book  is  particularly  valuable  for  detailing  much 
early  materia"!  which  hss' be-en  abstracted  or  even  ignored  in 
more  recent  texts. 
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Bj8rnstr^)m,  Fredrik,  (M.D.) 


Hypnotism:  Its  History  and  Present  Development.  Authorized 

Translation  from  the  Second  Swedish  Edition  by  Baron  Nils  Posse, 

M.  G.;  New  York,  The  Humboldt  Publishing  Co.  (Publishers)  no  date 
(circa  1887);  Bibliography  plus  publishers  catalogue  126p. 

Only  the  factsi  This  book  is  perhaps  the  best  published  at 
its  date;  a thorough  and  competent  description  of  cases  dealt 
with  by  the  most  competent  practitioners  of  early  times,  and  with 
no  reservations  about  accepting  supernormal  phenomena.  This  is 
a compendium  of  critically  examined  case  histories,  and  a book  I 
consider  to  be  strictly  scientific. 

If  this  book  has  not  been  reprinted,  it  should  be.  Modern 
authorities  tend  to  ignore  the  findings  of  early  investigators  and 
concentrate  on  statistical  or  specific  aspects  of  the  subject.  I 
cannot  remember  noticing  this  book  in  bibliographies,  but  how  it 
could  be  ignored  is  beyond  me.  The  author’s  treatment  of  the  pos- 
sible criminal  use  of  hypnosis  is  one  of  the  best  I have  encount- 
ered, and  some  modern  authorities  would  change  their  views  if  they 
had  read  this  book. 

A permanent  and  useful  reference. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  7,  2000 
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Black,  David 


Mind«5 ; no  place,  Wyden  Books  (Distributed  by  Harper  & 
Row),  (1982,  author)  23;5p. 

This  is  the  story  of  a father  and  two  sons  who  formed  a 
clinic  like  the  Menninger  for  the  treatment  of  mental  dis- 
orders. Psychoanalytic  in  background,  all  three  were  attrac- 
ted to  the  observations  of  unorthodox  mental  behavior,  one  of 
the  sons,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  book,  doing  re«?earch  into 
the  behavior  of  clients  in  a brothel,  having  bribed  a prosti- 
tute into  permitting  him  to  observe  through  a spy-hole  what 
transpired  in  her  room. 

Both  brothers  were  attracted  to  a female  cousin,  who  had 
sexual  relations  with  one  when  she  told  him  she  was  going  to 
marry  his  brother.  The  father  was  apparently  monogamous  and 
more  interested  in  observing  others  than  in  self-expression. 

This  novel  is  more  important  for  its  commentary  on  the 
behavior  of  mental  patients  than  for  its  story,  which  is  in 
the  main  devoted  to  the  conflict  between  the  two  brothers  in 
rivalry  for  their  fa  therms  confidence. 

There  are  three  incidents,  one  QBE,  one  ghostly,  and  an 
experimental  incursion  into  investigation  of  psychic  phenom- 
ena, which  make  this  a borderline  fantasy,  and  place  it  in  my 
fantasy  collection.  It  is  not  important  for  this  aspect. 
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Black,  Hugh 


Culture  and  Restraint;  New  York/Chicago/Toronto,  Fleming  H. 
Revell  Company  (October,  1901)  350p. 

London,  H odder  and  Stoughton,  1904,  Fourth  Edition  383p. 

Because  of  its  larger  print  I read  this  book  from  the  Lon- 
don edition.  The  American  edition  was  uncut. 

Culture  is  the  cultivation  and  enlarging  of  the  capacity  to 
deal  v/ith  and  enjoy  life  by  experience.  Restraint  is  the  control 
of  such  desires  in  favor  of  spiritual  enlightenment. 

Black  says  that  true  culture  requires  the  exercise  of  res- 
traint, and  that  neither  cultivation  nor  excessive  restraint  is 
v/ise.  He  advocates  the  mean.  This  book  is  a little  heavy  for  a 
popular  readership,  but  involves  psychology,  religion,  and  even 
physiology,  since  he  dx\rells  on  the  interaction  of  mind  and  body. 

In  sura,  he  deplores  v/ithdrawal  from  the  world  like  solitaries 
and  advocates  mastery  of  problems  through  service  to  others  and 
joining  in  social  life. 
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Black,  Hugh 


Happiness;  Toronto,  The  Musson  Book  Company  Limited;  London, 
Hodder  & Stoughton  211p. 

I have  had  this  book  for  many  years,  but  as  my  retirement 
years  have  been  the  best  and  happiest  of  my  life,  I felt  no  need 
of  its  counsel.  Noticing  it  recently  while  sorting  my  philosophy 
books,  I decided  to  see  if  my  values  were  confirmed. 

Yes;  my  basic  ideas  on  life  agree.  Black  covers  the  subject 
more  exhaustively  in  popular  language,  and  I can  think  of  no  other 
book  which  is  better.  Happiness  cannot  be  sought;  it  comes  with 
the  pursuit  of  goals  greater  than  personal  desires. 

My  old  saying  "Enough  is  as  good  as  a feast"  is  extended  by 
Black’s  saying  it  is  even  better.  He  confirms  my  belief  that  fi- 
nancial security  is  a foundation  of  happiness,  but  does  not  rule 
out  joy  to  the  poor,  who  may  be  happier  and  safer  than  kings. 

He  agrees  with  my  view  that  fame  and  success  do  not  ensure 
happiness;  in  fact,  they  bring  discord,  not  peace. 

He  agrees  with  me  that  it  is  better  to  be  able  to  appreciate 
the  worth  of  the  blessings  of  life  and  the  great  achievements  than 
to  try  exceeding  one’s  own  abilities  in  efforts  to  excel. 

He  recommends  the  middle  way  of  moderation.  Excess  brings 
satiety  and  boredom. 

I believe  I have  his  book  on  friendship.  This  I should  read 
because  I have  few  friends. 
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Black,  Ladbroke 


Some  Queer  People;  London,  Sampson  Low,  Marston  & Co., 
Ltd.,  n.d.;  Illustrated  244p. 

These  are  biographical  essays  concerning  historical 
personages,  most  of  them  brought  to  my  attention  for  the 
first  time.  Those  previously  familiar  to  me  are  marked  with 
an  asterisk: 

King  William  IV 
Napoleon’s  First-Born 
Margaret  Fuller  (Ossoli) 

Dennis  Bird 

The  Earl  of  Peterborough 
Lord  Fisher 
Edgar  Allan  Poe* 

Francois  Blanc 
J.  M.  W,  Turner 
Dr.  Bed does 
Hetty  Green* 

Benedict  Arnold* 

Black  refers  to  Hetty  Green  as  ’’The  Queen  of  Wall  Street^’ 
my  recollection  being  ’’The  Witch  of  Wall  Street”;  he  cites  the 
Heinemann  edition  of  the  book,  and  publishes  a photo^^raph  of 
Hetty  which  I do  not  recall  from  my  edition  of  the  American 
book,  so  there  may  be  variations  in  the  two  editions. 

These  are  eccentrics,  some  geniuses,  others  merely  in- 
dividualists . 
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Blackburn,  John 


The  Sins  of  the  Father;  London,  Jonathan  Cape  (1979, 
Author)  18 3p 

Told  in  a cinema tieogra phi c style  with  rapid  changes 
from  scene  to  scene,  this  is  a confusing  thriller  about  a 
Nazi  genius  who  implants  telepathic  receivers  in  the  brains 
of  children  and  controls  them,  even  though  most  of  them  are 
insane  monsters.  Escaping  from  custody,  they  gather  and 
aim  at  control  of  England,  but  are  foiled  by  a group  of  in- 
vestigators. 

The  characters  are  little  more  than  a group  of  names, 
acting  in  roles  of  little  significance.  Murders  and  other 
violent  and  deviant  events  are  apparently  designed  to  keep 
the  reader’s  attention  moving  quickly  from  one  scene  to  an- 
other and  give  no  time  for  reflection, 

I am  surprised  that  so  poor  a novel  has  been,  published 
by  this  reputable  firm. 
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Blackmore,  Susan 

The  Adventures  of  a Parapsychologist;  Buffalo,  New  York, 
Prometheus  Books  (1986,  author;  References  249p. 

Despite  an  out-of -the-body  experience  which  influenced  her 
to  study  psychical  research,  the  author  is  a famous  sceptic  on 
most  alleged  psychic  events. 

This  detailed  account  of  her  studies  to  become  qualified 
as  a researcher  makes  me  respect  her  views  although  I do  not 
agree  with  her.  I have  seen  her  on  TV  and  I wonder  if  one  hand 
is  deformed . 

She  has  written  a great  deal  on  psychic  subjects,  mostly 
published  in  academic  journals.  I have  read  hundreds  of  books, 
but  the  extent  of  the  literature  is  so  great  that  even  one  as- 
pect seems  inexhaustible. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  16,  2003 
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Blackwood,  Algernon 

The  Centaur;  with  a Design  by  W.  Graham  Robertson; 
London,  Macmillan  and  Co.,  Limited,  1911  347p. 

Penguin  Books  Limited  (#166),  (1928)  280p. 

Although  I have  read  and  re-read  many  of  Blackwood ^s 
short  stories  in  recent  years,  it  must  be  20  years  since  I 
have  read  any  of  his  novels.  Blackv/ood  is  my  third-favorite 
author,  but  next  to  Olaf  ^tapledon  I find  him  the  most  dif- 
ficult to  read,  so  have  neglected  him  in  favor  of  easier 
writers . 

Like  many  of  Blackwood^s  stories, ''there  is  practically 
no  action  or  plot  in  this  novel.  It  is  a mystical,  psychic 
and  philosophical  psychological  study  of  an  impractical 
dreamer  influenced  by  a Russian  giant  and  his  son  on  board  a 
small  steam.er  to  withdraw  from  modern  ma terialic- tic  life  and 
try  to  proclaim  to  the  world  the  necessity  of  returning  to  a 
close  communion  with  Mother  Earth.  Earth  is  portrayed  as  a 
living,  sentient  entity,  and  all  living  creatures  as  depen- 
dent on  her. 

Also  on  the  steamer  is  a German  doctor  who  had  treated 
the  giant  in  a sanitarium,  and  who  recognized  the  unconscious 
influence  exercised  by  the  giant  (m,ost  powerfully  during  the 
giant’s  sleep),  having  been  endangered  himself.  Warning  the 
dreamer  to  beware,  the  doctor  engages  the  dreamer  in  discus- 
sions, quoting  Fechner,  William  lames,  and  other  authorities 
to  explain  the  power  of  subliminal  suggestion.  The  dreamer 
remains  convinced  of  the  reality  of  the  visionary  world  the 
giant  has  disclosed  to  him,  continues  to  withdrav;  from  the 
world,  and  dies  emaciated  from  self -neglect . 

This  book  is  a great  masterpiece.  No  other  writer  to 
my  knowledge  could  have  conveyed  so  convincingly  the  wonder 
and  glory  and  beauty  of  the  mystical  vision  experienced  by 
the  saints  and  mystics  of  the  world.  Blackwood  is  certainly 
the  most  serious  student  of  the  soul  and  its  relationship 
with  the  universe;  I believe  he  identified  himself  with  the 
dreamer  protagonist. 

Ostensibly  told  by  a friend  of  the  dreamer,  narration 
is  of  a pattern  often  used  by  Nevil  '=?hute  (Norway)  in  more 
recent  literature.  I was  reminded  of  Arthur  Jiachen’s  The 
Hill  of  Dreams. 

This  is  essential  reading  for  the  student  of  psychic 
phenomena . 
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Blackwood,  Algernon 


The  Dance  of  Death  and  Other  Tales/3y /Algernon  Blaciwood/ 
Lincoln  KacVeagh/The  Dial  Press/New  York  MCl'^XXVIII  (Printed  in 
Great  Britain) 

Note:  I should  have  mentioned  that  beneath  the  author’s 
name  on  the  title  page  is  the  publisher’s  colophon. 
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The  Dance  of  Death 
A Psychical  Invasion 
The  Old  ICan  of  Visions 
The  South  Vind 
The  Touch  of  Pan 
The  Valley  of  the  Beasts 
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This  book  is  7'’.x4i”,  heavy  book  paper  and  binding,  green 
cloth  with  gold  lettering  and  decorations  on  . spine,  224  pages, 
published  in  a pale  green  dust  jacket  with  dark  green  lettering 
and  ornamentation  with  .a  price  of  '^2.00.  Jacket  in  colors  by 
lolitzer.  •. 


(Note:  I do  not  have  the  first. volume  of  the  Advent 

hardcover  edition  of  Tuck,  but  I have  the  two  volume  2nd  Edition, 
Revised  and  En/larged,  April,  1959.  This  lists  the  stories  in  ■ 
this  volume,  but  shows  the  order  of  the 

2nd  and  Zrd  stp^ies  transposed  from  my  volume.  I think  this  must 
be  Tuck’s  error.) 


Blackwood,  Algernon 

The  Doll  and  One  Other;  Sauk  City,  Wisconsin,  1946;  138p. 

Contents 

1.  The  Doll  2 

2.  The.  Trod  75 

These  two  tales,  of.  aLnost  novelette  length,  are  typical 
examples  of  the  author^  s mastery  of  the  weird  and  fantastic, 
respectively. 

#1  tells  of  an  animated  doll  brought  into  the  home  of 
retired  Colonel  Hasters  by  a black  man  to  wreak  vengeance  by 
his  death  for  a wrong  he  committed  in  earlier  life.  Detailed 
and  sustained -evidence  for  the  supernatural  makes  this  tale  as 
believable  as  any  other  I hav^  read  on  a sim.ilar  theme. 

#2  follows  the  traditional  folklore  of  Irish  legends  of 
the  fairy  folk  who  steal  people  away  from  h-uman  existence  to  a 
joyous,  timeless  land  where  they  are  ageless,  but  soulless. 
Here-  again,  the  suggestion  of  fascinated  wonder  is  conveyed  in 
masterly  fashion;  and  the  conclusion  which  keeps  the  hero  and 
heroine  safe  is  still  tine’ed  with  re'gret  and  longing,  for  the 
^^isles  of  the  blessed'’  which  have  been  forsaken. 

I consider  this  little-  book  an  excellent  introduction  to 
Black’wood  for  those  who  have  not  already  been  persuaded  of  his 
supreme  artistry.  ' 


Blackwood,  Algernon 


Dudley  & Gilderoy:  A Nonsense;  London,  Ernest  Benn 
Limited,  1929  281p. 

A King  Grey  Parrot  and  a ginger  nongrel  cat  are  friends 
in  a hojne  35  miles  from  London,  They  go  by  train  to  the  City 
where  they  travel  with  t'he  ’^Frump”  to  her  apartment  and  stay 
until  her  advertisement  is  answered  and  a man  sent  to  bring 
the  parrot  back,  the  cat  not  having  its  absence  noted.  The 
story  centers  on  the  parrot,  but  the  cat  is  the  active  adven- 
turer until  the  parrot  in  old  age  brings  forth  an  egg,  when 
the  cat  runs  away. 

This  simple  story  takes  place  during  a period  of  three 
or  four  days,  but  the  descriptions  of  the  lives  of  the  two 
pets  attempt  a summary  of  their  philosophy  and  psychology, 
showing  their  relations  with  hirmans  and' -with  the  Universe. 

This  is  really  a nature  book,  backed  by  Blackwood ^s  philosophy 
nothing  in  it.  seeming  to  contradict  what  he  has  expressed  in 
- other  books. 


Extremely  well  written,  this  book  is  the  poorest  I have  . 
seen  from  this  publisher  Insofar  as  printers^  errors  are  con- 
cerned, The  proof-reading  must  have  been  omitted,  or  scanty. 

Although  I do  not  expect  to  re-read  this  book,  there  is 
a possibility  that  I may  do  so  if  I ever  make-  a thorough  study 
of  Blackwood  Vs  view  of  living  creatures  in  relation  to  the 
Cosmos . 


Blackwood,  Algernon 

Episodes  Before  Thirty;  Portrait;  New  York,  E.  P.  Dutton 
& Company  (Third  Printing,  Aug.,  1924)  (Dec., 1922)  Pubs  248p. 

London,  Peter  Nevill  Limited  (and  New  York);  Plates; 

(1950);  Index  311p. 

Because  of  the  plates,  a short  Author’s  Note,  and  the 
index,  the  London  edition  is  preferable,  though  it  omits  these 
concluding  lines  from  the  American  edition:  ”,  and  are  com- 
piled from  a record  written  in  1900,  immediately  upon  my  re- 
ctum to  England  while  the  adventures  were  still  vividly  fresh 
in  my  memory.”  Despite  the  discrepancy  in  pages,  the  London 
edition,  which  is  a larger-sized  book,  appears  otherwise  to  be 
comple  te . I 

In  my  opinion  this  is  an  important  autobiographical  work, 
not  only  for  its  depiction  of  life  in  Toronto  and  Hew  York  in 
the  1890’ s,  but  as  a human  document.  It  is  particularly  of 
interest  to  students  of  Blackwood’s  fiction  because  so  many  of 
the  incidents  were  later  made  the  basis  for  stories. 

Blackwood’s  stories  were  submitted  to  a publisher  without 
his  knowledge,  or  he  might  never  have  published  books.  He 
wrote  for  enjoyment?. 

The  following  quotation  is  taken  from  page  257  (American 
Edition),  page  224  (London  Edition):  ”I  have  written  some 
twenty  books,  but  the  cash  received  for  these,  though  it  has 
paid  for  rent,  for  food,  for  clothing,  separately,  has  never 
been  enough  to  pay  for  all  three  together,  even  on  the  m-ost 
modest  scale  of  living,  and  my  returns,  both  from  America  and 
England,  remain  still  microscopic.” 

This  book  is  deserving  of  frequent  reading  and  perusal. 

It  reveals  Blackwood  as  a mystic  and  devotee  of  spiritual 
values;  inept  at  figures,  impractical,  self-deprecating,  an 
unworldly  dreamer  forced  to  devote  his  time  to  reporting  in 
New  York,  and  by  his  innocence,  to  a dairy  business  and  to 
ho  tel -keeping  in  Toronto.  He  was  at  peace  only  v/hen  immersed 
in  Nature,  and  loved  the  outdoors  and  the  beauty  of  natural 
environment. 

So  little  is  written  of  women  that  homosexuality  rnif^ht 
be  suspected,.  My  own  opinion,  however,  is  that  Blackwood  was 
simply  too  unsure  of  himself  in  practical  matters  to  think  of 
establishing  a home  and  a family;  and  too  conscious  of  his 
tendency  to  wanderlust.  Oh,  how  I wish  he  had  written  of  his 
later  years!  What  a wealth  of  wisdom  he  might  have  imparted. 

He  backs  my  opinion  that  wisdom  and  intellect  are  separate 
, faculties. 


Blackwood,  Algernon 

The  Insanity  of  Jones  and  Other  Tales;  with  a Preface 
by  the  Author;  Penguin  Books  #2527  (1966);  (John  Baker  Ltd. 
1964)  ' 365p. 

Contents 

Author’s  Preface  7 

1.  The  Willows  13 

2.  The  7/oman’s  Ghost  Story  65 

3.  Ifex  Hensig  75 

4.  The  Listener  127 

5»  The  Old  Man  of  Visions  156 

6.  May  Day  Eve  - 166 

7.  The  Insanity  of  Jones  , 189 

8.  The  Dance  of  Death  • 216 

9.  Mids  SlumbubblS'  227 

10.  The  Wendigo  . 243 

11.  The  Camp  of  the  Dog  293 


this  book  reprints  the  entire  contents  of  The  Listener. 


Blackwood,  Algernon 

Jimbo:  A Fantasy;  London,  Macmillan  and  Co,  Limited, 

1909  258p. 

Frightened  by  his  young  governess  telling  him  that  an  Empty 
House  has  frightening  occupants,  Jimbo  is  tossed  by  horns  over  a 
fence  and  injured  into  unconsciousness  for  three  hours.  The 
governess  is  dismissed  and  soon  dies,  but  while  unconscious,  the 
boy  meets  her  spirit  while  he  is  out  of  his  body  and  she  guards 
him  against  Fright  and  skeleton-like  children  in  the  Astral. 

This  novel  is  an  excellent  exposition  of  the  so-called  near 
death  visions  now  being  studied.  Blackwood  portrays  the  boy  as 
knowing  his  soul  to  be  older  and  ageless,  yet  juvenile  in  body. 
Both  the  boy  and  the  governess  grow  wings,  and  Blackwood  writes 
poems  about  the  winds  and  using  the  wings  in  flying. 


This  is  a fictional  portrayal  of  theosophical  beliefs. 


Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice, 
Box  51,  Station  “L”, 

Winnipeg,  Man. 

R3H  0Z4. 


Dear  Choice  Supporter: 

You  are  invited  to  a Choice  Celebration.  We  will  celebrate 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  Decision 
recognizing  a woman's  right  to  reproductive  freedom.  We 
will  honour  Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler,  who  fought  with  us  to 
win  this  right. 

A Choice  Celebration  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  on -Thursday, 
February  16,  1989,  at  the  International  Inn.  A 
presentation  to  Dr.  Morgentaler  will  be  made  at  8:00  p.m. 
Wine  and  cheese  will  be  served. 

We  hope  to  accomplish  two  goals  from  this  event.  First,  we 
intend  to  develop  resources  to  lobby  the  Federal  Government 
regarding  the  introduction  of  any  restrictive  legislation 
on  abortion.  We  need  the  voice  of  Manitobans  to  be  heard. 
We  have  a critical  role  to  play  in  the  upcoming  debate. 

Second,  we  want  to  mount  a legal  challenge  to  the 
Provincial  Government's  decision  to  refuse  to  pay  for 
abortions  outside  of  hospitals.  We  know  that  abortions  in 
approved  medical  facilities  such  as  community  health 
clinics  are  safer  and  less  costly.  We  believe  the 
government  is  acting  unethically,  perhaps 
unconstitutionally . 

Tickets  for  this  Choice  Celebration  are  available  at  a cost 
of  $25.00.  Larger  donations  are  welcomed.  Benefactors, 
who  contribute  $200.00  and  over  and  donors  ($100.00  - 
$199.00)  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  evening's  program. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  at  Bold  Print,  478-A  River  Avenue, 
the  Manitoba  Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women, 

16  - 222  Osborne  Street,  Times  Change  Restaurant  on  Main 
and  St.  Mary's,  or  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  at 
the  Gwen  Secter  Creative  Living  Centre,  1588  Main  Street. 
Reservations  will  be  accepted  by  mail  at  the  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice. 

Please  join  us,  to  celebrate  our  past  victory,  to  honour 
Dr.  Morgentaler,  and  to  help  ensure  that  our  right  to 
reproductive  choice  will  be  retained. 

Cl  nno-rol  \r 


aign  for  reproductive  freedom 


Blackwood,  Algernon,  and  Pearn,  Violet 

Karma:  A Re-Incarnation  Play  in  Prologue,  Epilogue  & 

Three  Acts;  London,  Macmillan  and  Co.,  Limited,  1918  229p. 

This  play  involves  a man,  his  wife,  and  a former  suitor  of 
the  wife  in  modern  times  and  in  three  previous  incarnations,  in 
Egypt,  Greece  and  Italy.  In  each  incarnation  the  wife  seeks  to 
influence  her  husband  against  his  basic  career  and  beliefs,  and 
only  in  modern  times  does  she  realize  her  fault.  The  husband  in 
all  instances  loves  the  wife  deeply,  but  is  frustrated  by  her 
attempts  to  advance  either  her  own  or  his  interests. 

This  is  an  early  depiction  of  cases  like  the  Kelceys,  Ruth 
Montgomery,  Taylor  Caldwell  and  others  mentioned  by  Jess  Steam 
Gena  Cerminara  and  others.  Although  fictionized,  it  portrays 
the  problems  which  must  be  overcome  in  successive  lives. 


Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice, 
Box  51,  Station  “L”, 

Winnipeg,  Man. 

R3H  0Z4. 


Dear  Choice  Supporter: 

You  are  invited  to  a Choice  Celebration.  We  will  celebrate 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  Decision 
recognizing  a woman’s  right  to  reproductive  freedom.  We 
will  honour  Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler,  who  fought  with  us  to 
win  this  right. 

A Choice  Celebration  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  on -Thursday, 
February  16,  1989,  at  the  International  Inn.  A 
presentation  to  Dr.  Morgentaler  will  be  made  at  8:00  p.m. 
Wine  and  cheese  will  be  served. 


We  hope  to  accomplish  two  goals  from  this  event.  First,  we 
intend  to  develop  resources  to  lobby  the  Federal  Government 
regarding  the  introduction  of  any  restrictive  legislation 
on  abortion.  We  need  the  voice  of  Manitobans  to  be  heard. 
We  have  a critical  role  to  play  in  the  upcoming  debate. 

Second,  we  want  to  mount  a legal  challenge  to  the 
Provincial  Government's  decision  to  refuse  to  pay  for 
abortions  outside  of  hospitals.  We  know  that  abortions  in 
approved  medical  facilities  such  as  community  health 
clinics  are  safer  and  less  costly.  We  believe  the 
government  is  acting  unethically,  perhaps 
unconstitutionally . 

Tickets  for  this  Choice  Celebration  are  available  at  a cost 
of  $25.00.  Larger  donations  are  welcomed.  Benefactors, 
who  contribute  $200.00  and  over  and  donors  ($100.00  - 
$199.00)  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  evening's  program. 


Tickets  can  be  purchased  at  Bold  Print,  478-A  River  Avenue, 
the  Manitoba  Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women, 

16  - 222  Osborne  Street,  Times  Change  Restaurant  on  Main 
and  St.  Mary's,  or  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  at 
the  Gwen  Secter  Creative  Living  Centre,  1588  Main  Street. 
Reservations  will  be  accepted  by  mail  at  the  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice. 

Please  join  us,  to  celebrate  our  past  victory,  to  honour 
Dr.  Morgentaler,  and  to  help  ensure  that  our  right  to 
reproductive  choice  will  be  retained. 


Yours  sincerely, 

z'  

^fiofce  A a 


la/gn  for  reproductive  freedom 


Blackwood,  Algernon 

The  Listener  and  Other  Stories;  New  York,  Alfred  A. 


Knopf,  1917  350p. 

Contents 

1,  The  Listener  ' 9 

2,  Max  Hensig — Bacteriologist  and  Murderer  51 

3,  The  VYillows  127 

4*  The  Insanity  of  Jones  205 

5.  The  Dance  of  Death  245 

6*  The  Old  Man  of  Visions  261 
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8,  Miss  Slumbubble —and  Claustrophobia  313 

9,  The  Woman’s  Ghost  Story  337 
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All  these  stories  are  reprinted,  in  order  of  their  dates 
of  writing,  in  the  Penguin  paperback  entitled  The  Insanity  of 
Jones  and  Other  Tales ^ 


Blackwood,  algernon 


A Prisoner  in  Fairyland  (THe  Book  that  'Uncle  Paul’  Wrote) 
London,  Macmillan  and  Co.,  Limited,  1928;  (1913,  1928  The  Cara- 
van Library)  506p. 

Rogers,  a forty  year  old  successful  businessman,  decides  to 
devote  his  wealth  to  charity  with  the  help  of  his  secretary,  a 
modest  poet  with  knowledge  of  psychical  research  and  a spiritual 
viewpoint.  First  going  to  visit  his  cousin,  an  impecunious  wri- 
ter with  a charming  wife  and  family,  disorganized  financially  and 
welcoming  castoff  clothing  from  a wealthy  Scottish  relative,  he 
revives  childhood  memories  and  with  their  help  becomes  aware  of  a 
spiritual  fairland  where  out  of  the  body  experiences  strengthen 
his  sense  of  humanity. 

Among  his  cousin’s  children  is  Jimbo,  to  whom  a nother  book 
is  devoted  and  at  least  one  short  story  in  the  volume  Ten  Minute 
Stories . Becoming  immersed  in  the  life  of  the  village,  he  sees 
need  for  direct  benevolence  rather  than  the  foundation  he  had 
planned,  returns  to  London  to  tell  his  secretary  to  cancel  the 
scheme,  goes  back  to  his  cousin’s  and  meets  a wealthy  baroness 
with  whom  he  falls  in  love,  recognizing  her  as  his  soulmate. 

Fantasy,  beauty  and  humanity  mark  this  book  in  contrast  to 
the  uncanny  and  horrible  upon  which  Blackwood’s  main  to  fame  are 
based.  This  gentle  fantasy  is  one  of  a fairly  large  group  of 
books  describing  his  belief  in  an  eternal  spiritual  world. 

Although  often  tedious  in  detail,  and  mystical  in  expression 
compassion  for  ordinary  humanity  is  the  keynote. 
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Blaokwood,  Algernon 

Author’s  Preface  to  ’’Selected  Tales  of  Algernon  Black- 
wood",  pp.7-12.  (1964)5 

The  body,  they  assure  us,  changes  its  atoms  every  seven 
years  or  so,  being  therefore  totally  different  at  twenty -ei??ht 
from  what  it  was  at  twenty-one,  but  science  does  not  oonmit 
Itself  with  regard  to  mente,!  changes,  such  changes  being 
doubtless  incommensurable*  At  any  rate,  Mr*  Martin  Seeker’s 
request  for  an  introduction  faces  me  with  a question:  Am  I 
the  man  who  wrote  these  tales  so  many  years  ago,  or  am  I some- 
one else?  This  considerable  period  of  time  is  5_nvolved,  but 
as  I cannot  step  back  to  the  platform  from  which  I viewed  the 
world  in  190S,  the  question  fintis  no  answer*  Neither  I>anne’s 
Serial  Universe,  nor  Ouspensky’s  other  dimensional  tine  can 
help,  while  the  recent  expose  of  the  Tersailles  Adventure 
suggests  brutally  that  thirty  or  one  hundred  years  are  pi^e- 
oisely  what  they  say  they  ore,  no  more,  no  less.  Moreover,  a 
polite  request  from  an  intelligent  publisher  being  in  the 
nature  of  force  ma^eure,  if  net  an  Act  of  God,  this  introduc- 
tion, whoever  writes  it,  must  be  written. 

It  is,  none  the  less,  a dour  job,  for  I have  not  read 
these  stories  since  I first  wrote  them;  physically,  mentally, 
spiritually  I must  have  changed  more  times  than  I care  to  re- 
member; they  introduce  me  to  someone  I now  know  but  &llrrhtly, 

30  that  it  is  almost  like  reading  the  work  of  another  m&n. 

Any  desire  to  out,  to  alter,  entirely  to  re -compose  is,  of 
course,  inadmissible;  tinkering  is  worse  than  useless,  it  is 
dangerous;  the  teles  stand,  therefore,  as  they  were  first  set 
down,  far  from  apologising  for  them,  however,  I must  admit 
that  most  of  them  thrilled  me.  ”1  wish  I had  known  the  fellow 
who  saw  things  in  this  way  and  thus  expressed  himself’*  is  the 
kind  of  comment  my  twentie tli-century  mind  suggests,  since  be- 
hind the  actual  tale  I discern  hints  of  an  adventurous  philo- 
sophy. ”1  wonder  whether  his  queer,  observant,  questioning 
mind  travelled  furtherr*  But  what  I myself  honestly  think  of 
the  stories  today  not  even  Torquemada  could  extract  from  me. 

It  is,  of  course,  extremely  in terestirit';  to  look  back 
across  the  y^ars  questioningly , wonderingly,  objectively, 
without  detachment,  though  seeing  ’’objectively  ’ does  not 
necessarily  imply  seeing  truthfully.  It  ought  to  imply  seeing 
with  self  eliminated,  yet  self  obstinately  intrudes,  whether 
it  be  the  self  bf  to-day  or  the  self  of  1906.  I recall,  any- 
how, that  these  tales  poured  from  me  spontaneously,  as  though 
a tap  were  turned  on,  and  I have  often  since  loaned  to  the 
suggestion  that  many  of  then  derived  from  buried,  unresolved 
shocks— shocks  to  the  emotions;  and  by  ’’unrf3  3olved’’ , I mean, 
of  course,  unexpressed.  These  ’’shocks'*  had  cone  to  an  excep- 
tionally ignorant  youth  of  twenty  who  had  drifted  into  the  life 
of  a newspaper  reporter  in  New  York  after  a disastrous  oattle- 
ferm  and  a hotel  in  Canada,  and  the  drifting-  had  included  the 
stress  of  extreme  poverty  and  starvation.  Having  told  some  of 
this  in  Adventures  Before  Thirty.  I must  not  repeat,  but  it 
holds  th5.s  psychological  inter  ^st  for  me  to-day:  that  the  New 
York  experiences  in  a world  of  crime  and  vice  had  bruised  and 
bludgeoned  a sensitive  nature  that  swallowed  the  horrors  with- 
out being  able  to  digest  then,  and  that  the  seeis  thus  sown. 


/ 


\ 'V 


■■/v- 


' W0 


.-.y 


Blaokwood,  Algernon 


Author’s  Preface,  Page  2, 

dor/nant  and  unresolved  in  the  subconscious,  possibly  emerged 
later — and,  since  the  subconscious  always  dramatises,  emerged 
in  story  form. 

Others  are,  of  course,  ghost-stories,  so  called,  for  the 
classification  of  ghost-stories  has  stuck  to  me  closer  than  a 
brother,  and  even  when  the  BBG  ask  for  a story  it  must  be, 
preferably,  of  the  ’’creepy'*  kind.  Yet  this  alleged  interest 
in  ghosts  I should  more  accurately  define  as  an  interest  in 
the  Extension  of  Human  Faculty,  To  be  known  as  the  ’’ghost 
man”  is  almost  a derogatory  classification,  and  here  at  last 
I may  perhaps  refute  it,  Uy  interest  in  psychic  irntters  has 
always  been  the  interest  in  guestlcns  of  extended  or  expanded 
consciousness.  If  a ghost  is  seen,  what  is  it  interests  me 
less  than  what  sees  it?  Do  we  possess  faculties  which,  under 
exceptional  stimulus,  register  beyond  the  normal  gamut  of 
seeing,  hearing,  feeling?  That  such  faculties  may  exist  in 
the  human  being  and  occasionally  manifest  is  where  ny  interest 
has  always  lain.  Such  exceptional  stimulus  may  be  pathogenic 
{as  duplicated  in  the  Salpetriere  and  other  mental  hospitals), 
or  due  to  some  dynamic  flash  cf  terror  or  beauty  which  strikes 
a in  the  Btreet,  but  thet  they  occur  is  beyond  the  denials 
to-day  of  the  petty  sceptic.  If  this  is  more  certain  to  me 
now  than  it  was  when  I wrote  these  tales  a generation  ago 
means  merely  that  I hnvs  since  studied  more  of  the  increasing- 
ly voluminous  evidence.  Thus  in. most  of  these  stories  there 
is  usually  an  average  man  who,  either  through  a flash  of 
terror  or  of  beauty,  becomes  stimulated  into  extra -sensory 
experience,  A wide  gap  may  lie  between  a oonnonplece  mind 
that  fefiSBxatx  became  clairvoyant  and  olairaudient  from  a flash 
of  terror  in  The  Empty  House . to  the  Man  in  the  Street  in 
Centaur  whose  sense  of  beauty  blazed  into  a realisation  of^the 
planetary  bodies  as  superhuman  entities,  but  the  principle  is 
the  saire : both  experienced  an  expansion  cf  normal  oo.a3ciou 3- 
nass.  And  this,  I submit,  travels  a little  further  than  the 
manufacture  of  the  homespun  "ghost-story*. 

These  early  stories,  though  I did  not  know  it  at  the 
time,  seam  to  me  now  to  have  been  practice -flights  for  more 
adventurous  explorations  or,  as  Eveleigh  Nash,  my  first  pub- 
lisher, phrased  it,  "trying  your  hand  on  a larger  canvas". 

That  idea  of  a "larger  canvas"  scarif.led  me  at  the  age  of 
thirty -six,  but  seeing  my  first  book  in  print,  I remember, 
scarified  me  even  more.  It  is  an  experience  that  must  surely 
intensify  any  hint  of  inferiority  ocnplex  that  lies  hidden, 

I well  recall  my  intense  relief  that  Empty  House , my  first 
book,  enjoyed,  if  that  be  the  v/ord,  a gentle,  negligible  press 
until  the  Spectator  cf  that  day,  half  to  my  distress,  half  to 
my  delight,  chose  it  as  a verse  for  a special  sermon  and,  la- 
ter, a sholarly  article  in  the  Morning  Post,  analysing  the 
"ghost-story"  as  a peculiarly  Anglo-Saxon  form.,  based  its  re- 
marks on  this  particular  book  and  beoaroe  traceable  to  Hilaire 
Belloc,  to  whose  subsaq^uent  encouragement  I ov/e  much. 

What  I may  call  left-handed  compliments,  at  any  rate, 
flew  wildly  across  a barrage  of  "faithfxil  oritioiam”,  and  I 
remember  that,  while  accepting  the  blame  as  deserved,  I cud- 
dled the  compliments,  deciding  therefore  to  try  again-^so  that 
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The  Listener  in  due  course  appeared.  And,  such  are  the  tricks 
of  memory.  I can  still  see  the  grave  expression  on  the  face 
of  Eveleigh  Nash  and  his  gifted  '’I'eader',  Maude  ffoulkes, 
while  we  discussed  together  v/hether  a large  ear  might  be  prin- 
ted on  the  cover  (pioture-jacke ts  had  not  yet  come  in),  and 
whether  the  title -story  was  not  perhaps  of  toe  pathogenic  a 
character  to  be  Included,  my  own  vote  being  in  the  decided 
negative  despite  the  personal  origin  of  that  horrible  tale. 

The  origin  of  some  of  these  stories  may  be  of  interest  to 
8 reader  here  or  there;  this  not  only  sounds  egotistical,  but 
is;  it  interests  me,  as  I look  back  to  revive  old  memories... 
of  a Journey  down  the  Danube  in  a Oanadian  oenoe,  and  hov/  my 
friend  and  I camped  on  one  of  the  countless  lonely  islands  be- 
low Pressburg  (Bratislava)  and  the  willows  seemed  to  suffocate 
us  in  spite  of  the  gals  blowing,  and  how  a year  or  two  later, 
making  the  same  trip  in  a barge,  we  found  a dead  body  caught 
by  a root,  its  decayed  mass  dangling  against  the  sandy  shore 
of  the  very  same  island  my  story  describes.  A coincidence,  of 
course!  Of  that  unfurnished  haunted  house  in  a Brighton  Square 
where  I sat  up  to  see  a ghost  with  a woman  beside  me  whose  ra- 
ther wrinkled  face  suddenly  blanched  smooth  as  the  face  of  a 
child,  frightening  me  far  more  than  the  ghost  I never  actually 
saw;  of  the  Moravian  School  in  the  Black  Forest  (IConigsfeld)  , 
where  as  a boy  I spent  two  haunted  years  and  revisited  later  to 
find  a compensating  Devil  Worship  in  full  swing  and  called 
^Secret  Worship^':  of  the  island  In  the  Baltic  where  the  Jors- 
wolf  Legend!  materialised  as  The  Gemx)  of  the  Pop,,  ^et  v/hereof 
our  happy  party  of  six  campers  remained  ignorant  until  they 
read  my  tale;  above  all,  of  that  old  French  town  of  Anoiemt  3 
Sorceries,  where  the  slinking  in  ha  b i tan  to  s behaved  ss  cats  be- 
have, sidling  along  the  pavements  with  slanting  gestures, 
twitching  their  sleeky  ears  and  snaky  tails,  their  sharp  eyes 
glinting,  all  alert  and  concentrated  upon  some  hidden,  secret 
life  of  their  own  while  they  feigned  attention  to  tourists  like 
ourselves— ourselves  Just  back  from  climbing  in  the ' Do  I oml  te  s 
and  finding  the  train  so  boring  on  its  way  frora  ^sle  to 
Boulogne  that  we  hopped  out  at  laon  and  spent  two  days  in  this 
witch-ridden  atmosphere.  The  ’'Auberge  de  la  Hure^  was  the 
name  of  -che  Inn,  and  it  was  not  Angouleme , as  some  fancied,  nor 
Coutanoes,  nor  elsewhere  as  variously  attributed,  but  Laon,  a 
lovely  old  haunted  town  where  the  Cathedral  towers  stand  up 
against  the  sunset  like  cats'  ears,  the  pews  running;  dov/n  the 
dusky  streets,  tne  feline  body  crouched  Just  below  the  hill. 

Yet  who  should  guess  that  so  much  magic  ley  within  a kilometre 
of  its  dull,  desolate  railway  station,  or  that  from  ray  little 
bedroom  window  I should  presently  stand  enthralled  as  I locked 
across  the  moonlit  tiles  and  towers.  Jotting  down  on  the  backs 
of  envelopes  an  experience  that  kept  sleep  away  till  dawn? 

Then  the  awful  Wendlp^o  comes  Shouldering  up  over  a hill  of 
memory,  a name  1 remembered  vividly  in  Hiawa tha  ("'Wendlgos  and 
giants"  runs  the  line),  yet  hardly  thought  of  again  till  a 
friend,  Just  back  from  Labrador,  told  me  honest  tales  about 
mysterious  evacuations  of  a whole  family  from  a lonely  valley 
because  the  "Wendlgo  had  come  blundering  in"  and  "soared  them 
stiff";  of  the  Haim  ted  Island,  an  island  I lived  on  for  an 
autiamn  month  alone  in  the  Muskoka  Lakes  north  of  Toronto,  where 
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Red  Indians  flit  to  and  from  when  the  surimer  visitors  have 
left;  and  of  a dreadful  house  I once  lived  in  (New  York  City) 
where  unaccountable  noises,  voices,  slitherings  at  night  and 
so  forth  seemed  a conmonplaoe  setting  for  the  "Eavesdropping’* 
re-enactment  of  a gruesome  murder  of  twenty  years  before.,.'* 

tlemories,  indeed,  of  where  each  story  was  written  ere 
clearer  to  ne  to-day  than  the  conduct  and  details  of  the 
plots  themselves,  but  clearer  still  is  the  vivid  recollection 
that  in  each  case  an  emotion  of  a very  possessive  kind  produced 
each  tale.  To  write  a ghost-story  I must  first'feel  p-hostly, 
a condition  not  to  be  artificially  induced:  and  there  was  a 
touch  of  goose-flesh  down  my  back  as  I v/atehed  my  "Wendigo"  in 
a mountain  inn  above  Champery  and  heard  the  November  night-wind 
crashing  among  the  pine -forests  beyond  the  window;  shivers  down 
the  spine,  too,  as  the  horror  of  that  Willows  island- crept  over 
the  imagination.  I think,  indeed,  the  majority  of  these  tales 
were  accompanied  at  birth  by  what  may  be  called  a doliolvous 
shudder.  The  true  "o the r -worldly"  story  should  issue  from  that 
core  of  superstition  which  lies  in  every  mother’s  son  of  us, 
and  we  are  still  close  enough  to  primitive  days  with  their 
terror  of  the  dark  for  Reason  to  abdicate  without  too  violent 
resistance. 

There  has,  however,  been  one  striking  change  in  knowledp?e 
since  the  gexie ration  when  those  tales  were  written — ^matter  has 
been  wiped  out  of  existence.  Atoms  are  no  longer  ninuto  bil- 
liard-bulls but  charges  of  negative  olectriolty,  and  these 
charges,  according  to  Eddington,  Jeans  and  'Ihitehead,  are 
themsditves  but  symbols,  lhat  these  "symbols"  stand  for  ultim- 
ately 3oience  admittedly  does  not  know.  Physics  remains  si- 
lent. Jeans  speaks  of  a "world  of  shadows".  "Phenomena", 
Professor  Joad  rerTilnds  us,  "may  be  rjoroly  symbols  of  a Reality 
which  underlies  them.  The  Reality,  for  all  we  know  to  the 
contrary,  may  be  of  an  entirely  different  order  from  the  events 
which  symbolisse  it.  It  may  be  even  mental  or  spiritual."  The 
Universe,  thus,  see-is  t ; be  an  appearance  sniy:  merely,  our  old 
friend  Maya,  or  Illus5.on,  of  the  Hindus.  Possibly,  therefore, 
Reason  might  to-day  encounter  less  need  for  abdicating  than 
thirty  years  ago,  and  the  ranuroaohment  between  Modern  Physios 
and  so-oallod  psychical  and  mystical  phenomena  must  s&em  sap-- 
gestive  to  any  reflecting  mind. ^ All  alike  conduct  their  re- 
searches in  a "world  of  sli&dov/s"  among  mere  symbols  of  a Reali- 
ty that  may  conceivably  be  "mental  or  spiritual",  but  is  un- 
known, if  not  unknowable. 

Let  me  leave  the  stories  to  speak  for  themselves.  They 
are  printed  here  in  the  chronological  sequence  in  which  they 
were  written  between  1906  and  1910. 
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The  contents  are  as  listed  by  Colombo,  excepting  that  the 
printing  order  of  the  first  two  stories  is  juxtaposed. 

I did  not  like  this  book  as  well  as  Blackwood^s  earlier  work 
but  the  first  three  stories  and  the  last  one  provided  food  for 
thought.  Time  permitting,  I intend  to  make  a serious  study  of  the 
author’s  work,  so  this  note  is  not  detailed. 


Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice, 
Box  51,  Station  “L”, 

Winnipeg,  Man. 
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Dear  Choice  Supporter: 

You  are  invited  to  a Choice  Celebration.  We  will  celebrate 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  Decision 
recognizing  a woman's  right  to  reproductive  freedom.  We 
will  honour  Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler,  who  fought  with  us  to 
win  this  right. 

A Choice  Celebration  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  on -Thursday, 
February  16,  1989,  at  the  International  Inn.  A 
presentation  to  Dr.  Morgentaler  will  be  made  at  8:00  p.m. 
Wine  and  cheese  will  be  served. 


We  hope  to  accomplish  two  goals  from  this  event.  First,  we 
intend  to  develop  resources  to  lobby  the  Federal  Government 
regarding  the  introduction  of  any  restrictive  legislation 
on  abortion.  We  need  the  voice  of  Manitobans  to  be  heard. 
We  have  a critical  role  to  play  in  the  upcoming  debate. 

Second,  we  want  to  mount  a legal  challenge  to  the 
Provincial  Government's  decision  to  refuse  to  pay  for 
abortions  outside  of  hospitals.  We  know  that  abortions  in 
approved  medical  facilities  such  as  community  health 
clinics  are  safer  and  less  costly.  We  believe  the 
government  is  acting  unethically,  perhaps 
unconstitutionally . 

Tickets  for  this  Choice  Celebration  are  available  at  a cost 
of  $25.00.  Larger  donations  are  welcomed.  Benefactors, 
who  contribute  $200.00  and  over  and  donors  ($100.00  - 
$199.00)  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  evening's  program. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  at  Bold  Print,  478-A  River  Avenue, 
the  Manitoba  Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women, 

16  - 222  Osborne  Street,  Times  Change  Restaurant  on  Main 
and  St.  Mary's,  or  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  at 
the  Gwen  Secter  Creative  Living  Centre,  1588  Main  Street. 
Reservations  will  be  accepted  by  mail  at  the  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice. 

Please  join  us,  to  celebrate  our  past  victory,  to  honour 
Dr.  Morgentaler,  and  to  help  ensure  that  our  right  to 
reproductive  choice  will  be  retained. 


Yours  sincerely, 

^hofce  A c 


aign  for  reproductive  freedom 


Blackwood,  Algernon 


Ten  Minute  Stories;  London,  John  Murray,  1914;  reprinted 
in  February,  1914  (month  of  first  printing)  271p. 

The  29  items  comprise  psychic,  horror,  mundane  stories  and 
short  sketches  of  character  and  observations  of  human,  plus  some 
nature  essays.  Few  of  the  mundane  are  worth  re-reading,  and 

I doubt  that  some  of  the  sketches  were  worth  publishing  excepting 
in  a collection  of  the  author^s  literary  work  such  as  this  book. 

There  is  one  chapter  devoted  to  Jimbo. 

I believe  that  Colombo's  bibliography  lists  these  items. 


Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice, 
Box  51,  Station  “L”, 

Winnipeg,  Man. 

R3H  0Z4. 


Dear  Choice  Supporter: 

You  are  invited  to  a Choice  Celebration.  We  will  celebrate 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  Decision 
recognizing  a woman's  right  to  reproductive  freedom.  We 
will  honour  Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler,  who  fought  with  us  to 
win  this  right. 

A Choice  Celebration  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  on  Thursday, 
February  16,  1989,  at  the  International  Inn.  A 
presentation  to  Dr.  Morgentaler  will  be  made  at  8:00  p.m. 
Wine  and  cheese  will  be  served. 

We  hope  to  accomplish  two  goals  from  this  event.  First,  we 
intend  to  develop  resources  to  lobby  the  Federal  Government 
regarding  the  introduction  of  any  restrictive  legislation 
on  abortion.  We  need  the  voice  of  Manitobans  to  be  heard. 
We  have  a critical  role  to  play  in  the  upcoming  debate. 

Second,  we  want  to  mount  a legal  challenge  to  the 
Provincial  Government's  decision  to  refuse  to  pay  for 
abortions  outside  of  hospitals.  We  know  that  abortions  in 
approved  medical  facilities  such  as  community  health 
clinics  are  safer  and  less  costly.  We  believe  the 
government  is  acting  unethically,  perhaps 
unconstitutionally . 

Tickets  for  this  Choice  Celebration  are  available  at  a cost 
of  $25.00.  Larger  donations  are  welcomed.  Benefactors, 
who  contribute  $200.00  and  over  and  donors  ($100.00  - 
$199.00)  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  evening's  program. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  at  Bold  Print,  478-A  River  Avenue, 
the  Manitoba  Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women, 

16  - 222  Osborne  Street,  Times  Change  Restaurant  on  Main 
and  St.  Mary's,  or  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  at 
the  Gwen  Secter  Creative  Living  Centre,  1588  Main  Street. 
Reservations  will  be  accepted  by  mail  at  the  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice. 

Please  join  us,  to  celebrate  our  past  victory,  to  honour 
Dr.  Morgentaler,  and  to  help  ensure  that  our  right  to 
reproductive  choice  will  be  retained. 

Yours  sin^^-f^^i 


^hoice 


aign  for  reproductive  freedom 
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Blackwood,  Algernon 


The  Wave:  An  Egyptiam  Aftermath;  London,  Macmillan  and 
Co.,  Limited,  1916  435p, 

Of  all  Blackwood’s  books  I have  read,  this  is  the  least 
successful.  He  hints  at  reincarnation  involving  two  cousins  who 
love  the  same  woman,  one  a libertine  irresistible  to  women  and 
the  other  an  idealistic  and  self-effacing  engineer  who  withdraws 
his  own  claims  to  allow  the  woman  the  joy  of  infatuation. 

As  with  most  of  Blackwood’s  writing,  mysticism  is  involved 
because  the  protagonist  has  visions  of  a wave,  non-material  but 
powerful,  which  invades  his  consciousness  at  important  points  of 
his  life.  Loving  the  woman  since  childhood,  the  protagonist  is 
aware  of  scents  and  surroundings  which  invoke  Egyptian  influence 
and  draw  him  to  visit  that  country.  Many  of  the  scenes  are  in 
Egypt,  but  the  invoking  of  English  countryside  is  attractive  in 
the  earlier  part  of  the  book. 

Some  pencilled  notations  by  a previous  owner  of  this  book 
are  difficult  to  disagree  with.  Although  the  woman  returns  to 
love  the  protagonist  finally,  his  resignation  to  his  cousin’s 
easily  tired  conquest  of  the  woman  (whose  husband  is  insane)  does 
not  prove  to  the  reader  an  overwhelming  love. 

Much  too  long  and  tedius,  this  novel  fails. 


Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice, 
Box  51,  Station  “L”, 

Winnipeg,  Man. 

R3H  0Z4. 


Dear  Choice  Supporter: 

You  are  invited  to  a Choice  Celebration.  We  will  celebrate 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  Decision 
recognizing  a woman's  right  to  reproductive  freedom.  We 
will  honour  Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler,  who  fought  with  us  to 
win  this  right. 

A Choice  Celebration  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  on-Thursday, 
February  16,  1989,  at  the  International  Inn.  A 
presentation  to  Dr.  Morgentaler  will  be  made  at  8:00  p.m. 
Wine  and  cheese  will  be  served. 


We  hope  to  accomplish  two  goals  from  this  event.  First,  we 
intend  to  develop  resources  to  lobby  the  Federal  Government 
regarding  the  introduction  of  any  restrictive  legislation 
on  abortion.  We  need  the  voice  of  Manitobans  to  be  heard. 
We  have  a critical  role  to  play  in  the  upcoming  debate. 

Second,  we  want  to  mount  a legal  challenge  to  the 
Provincial  Government's  decision  to  refuse  to  pay  for 
abortions  outside  of  hospitals.  We  know  that  abortions  in 
approved  medical  facilities  such  as  community  health 
clinics  are  safer  and  less  costly.  We  believe  the 
government  is  acting  unethically,  perhaps 
unconstitutionally . 

Tickets  for  this  Choice  Celebration  are  available  at  a cost 
of  $25.00.  Larger  donations  are  welcomed.  Benefactors, 
who  contribute  $200.00  and  over  and  donors  ($100.00  - 
$199.00)  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  evening's  program. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  at  Bold  Print,  478-A  River  Avenue, 
the  Manitoba  Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women, 

16  - 222  Osborne  Street,  Times  Change  Restaurant  on  Main 
and  St.  Mary's,  or  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  at 
the  Gwen  Secter  Creative  Living  Centre,  1588  Main  Street. 
Reservations  will  be  accepted  by  mail  at  the  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice. 

Please  join  us,  to  celebrate  our  past  victory,  to  honour 
Dr.  Morgentaler,  and  to  help  ensure  that  our  right  to 
reproductive  choice  will  be  retained. 


Yours  sincerely, 

''  ^ - - 

^fio/ce  A c 


aign  for  reproductive  freedom 


Blair,  Lylt  (Editor) 

Anthology . 

Famous  British  "^hort 

- tories ; 

London,  Pocket  Books 

(G.B. 

Ltd  (#B12),  (1950) 

Contents 

233p. 

'Foreword 

xiii 

1.  The  Happy  Hypocrite 

Max  Beerbohm 

1? 

2.  The  Machine  ^tops 

E.  M.  Forster 

33* 

3.  An  Astrologer^s  Hay 

R.  K.  Narayan 

72? 

4.  The  Hairless  Mexican 

W.  Somerset  Maugham 

78 

5.  The  Liar 

Mulk  Ra i Anand 

121? 

6.  The  Cat  that  V/alked  by 

Himself 

Rudyard  Kipling 

128? 

7.  The  Voyage 

Katherine  Ifeinsfleld 

139 

8.  The  'Secret  ^in  of  "^eptlmus  Brope 

^'=5aki^ 

149 

9.  How  I 'Succeeded  in  My 

Buriness 

'^’tephen  Leacock 

159 

10. How  the  Brigadier  '^lew 

the  F ox 

^ir  Arthur  Conan  Doylel65 

11. The  Loaded  Dog 

Henry  Lawson 

181 

12. Count  Magnus 

M.  R.  James 

190* 

13.Thrawn  Janet 

Robert  Louis  tevenson206 

14. The  Key  and  Purgatory 
*Fan  tasy 

Baron  Corvo 

219? 

?Borderline  fantasy 

) 


* 


(1)  Wearing  a mask  of  benevolence  changes  the  character 
of  a roue.  (2)  A world  controlled  by  the  machine  is  ruined 
when  the  machine  wears  out.  (3)  -hrewd  observations  enable  a 
fortune  teller  to  operate.  (4)  I did  not  read  this,  as  it  is 
an  episode  from  Aghenden.  (5)  Tall  tales  rather  than  fantasy. 
(6)  Folk  tale,  (7)  A little  girl  goes  to  a relative  after  her 
father  dies.  (8)  A ”Clovis^  tale.  (91  Tongue-in-cheek  humor. 
(10)  Burlesque  war  story  of  Wellington's  day.  (11)  A dog  pick 
up  an  explosive,  endangering  the  people  about  him.  (12),  (13) 
Classic  weird  tales,  previously  read.  (14)  F^aculatory  com- 
ments conveying  little  to  me. 

I consider  this  merely  an  average  anthology. 


IVe^ve  Got 

‘NEWS’  FOR  YOU! 


Our  Buyers  in  their  never-ending  search  for  exciting  and  unique 
products  would  like  you  to  try  these  new  items  were  sure  you*ll 
enjoy!  Look  for  the  yellow  ^NEW*  Bursts* 


Vivant 

Crackers 

Dare. 
225  g 


Pasta 

Accents 

Green  Giant. 
750  g 

Tuna 

Helper 

Betty  Crocker. 
233  g 


Crispix 

Cereal 

Kellogg’s. 
350  g 


Spoon  Fresh 
Juices 

McCain. 
255  ml 

Aussie 
Mineral  Water 

Assorted  Fruit  Flavours. 

4x300ml 

Microwave 
Cake  Mix 

Pillsbury. 
243g 

Tu  Caesar 
Saiad  Mix 

158g 


ryi  SAFEWAY 

V JL/  We  bring  it  all  together  ♦ 


An  tholo^ry 


Blalsdell,  Ellnore 

Tales  of  the  ITndead;  Vampires  and  Visitants,  Colleeted 
and  Illus tra ted;  by ; ..New  York,  Thomas  Y..  Crowell  Company  (1947) 


(Publishers) 

372p,' 

Contents 

1. 

Carmilla 

tT.  3herida.n  LeFanu 

1 

2. 

Brother  Lucifer 

Chandler  W.  Yifhipple 

69 

3. 

The  Me  tronome 

Au  gu  s t W , De  r le  t *h 

79 

4. 

Uncanonized 

Sea bury  Quinn 

86 

5. 

The  Feast  in  the  Abbey 

Robert  Bloch 

109 

6 , 

Clay -Shuttered  Doors 

Helen  R.  Hull 

117 

7, 

Amour  Dure 

Vernon  Lee 

136 

8. 

School  for  the  Unspeaka.bles 

Tianly  Va-de  Wellm^an 

167 

9, 

The  A.dventure  of  the  German 

Student 

Y/ashington  Irving 

178 

10, 

The  Tbmb 

K,  P.  Lovecraft 

185 

11, 

Second  Night  Out 

Frank  Belknap  Long 

196 

12. 

Glarimonde 

Theophile  Gautier 

206 

13, 

The  Seed  from  the  Sepulcher 

Clark  Aston  Smith 

234 

14. 

For  the  Blood  is  the  Life 

F,  Marion  Craw'‘ord 

246 

15, 

The  Story  of  Ming»Y 

Lafcadio  Hearn 

262 

16, 

,The  Quick  and  the  Dead 

Vincent  Starrett 

274 

17, 

Satan^s  Circus  • 

Eleanor  Smith 

285 

18, 

Miss^  Mary  Task 

Edith  V/hartpn 

301 

19, 

Septima 

T'^arcel  Schwob 

1515 

20, 

Count  Magnus 

M.  R.  Fames  ' 

319 

21, 

/'And  He  Shall  Sing, 

H,  R.  Wakefield 

l.'xp 

^ 

22, 

Doom  of  the  House  of  Duryea 

Earl  Pei-^ce 

345 

23, 

The  .Room  in  the  Tov/er 

E,  F.  Bensdn 

360 

I read  more' than  half  the  stbrie's  from  this  volume,  the 
others  having  been  previously  read  from  other  sources*  This 
is  an  excellent  anthology. 


1 


Bland,  Oliver 


The  Adventures  of  a Modern-  Occultist;  New  York,  Dodd, 
Mead  and  Company,  1920  22 Ip. 

It  is  difficult  to  know  whether  the'  author  is  French  or 
English.  He  seems  to  be  acquainted  with  occultism  in  general, 
and  takes  the  view  that  spiritualism  is 'dangerous  to  people 
who  are  credulous  and  emotional. 

The  author  is  aggrava tingly  vague  about  names  and  facts, 
though  his  book  is  interesting  if  it  can  be  accepted  at  face 
value,  I am  inclined  to  think,  however,  tha t he  ispimself 
Ihclined  to  .accept  more  than  can  be  shown  to  be  factual. 

These  are  essays  rather  than^ exposition,  and  personal 
experiences  which  cannot  be  uncritically  accepted.  I would 
estimate  the  book  to  be.  rather  less  than  average  in  value. 


Blatohford,  Robert  (Nunquam) 


Fantasias;  London,  '’Clarion'^  Office,  1895  170p. 


Contents 


1.  Dreams 

9A 

2.  Bob’s  Fairy 

16* 

3.  Force  and  Gunning 

26 

4.  Buffalo 

33 

5.  Caught 

39 

6.  Guffy 

48 

7 . Romeo 

58* 

8.  The  Studio 

64* 

9.  Pride  and  a Fall 

75* 

10. All’s  Luck 

79* 

11. Posterity 

84* 

12. Whitewash 

88 

13.Penseroso 

90A 

14. Moonshine 

94A 

15. A Genial  Savage 

99A 

16. Robin  Hood’s  Bay 

109A 

17.Ghetham  College 

115A 

18 .Culture 

127A 

19 .Poe  try 

13  3A 

20. February  Filldyke 

151A 

21. The  Three  Baby  Buntings 

157P 

22. My  Sister 

159A 

This  mixture  of  stories,  articles,  and  poetry  is  early 
exposition  of  the  author’s  love  of  nature,  poetry,  socialism, 
and  commentary  on  military  life.  His  sympathy  with  peorle  is 
everywhere  evident,  and  his  idealistic,  merciful,  and  genial 
prose  is  pleasant  reading.  The  volume  is  an  earnest  of  the 
later  writings  which  must  have  filled  many  volumes. 

Since  my  main  collection  is  of  fantasy,  I shall  file  this 
book  with  that  category. 
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Blatchford,  Robert 


God  and  My  Nei^,hbor;  Chicago,  Charles  H.  Kerr  Company 
1919  848p. 

Written  years  earlier,  this  American  edition  followed. 

In  Saki^s  Bowl,  Blatchford  says  that  he  felt  this  book 
was  ahead  of  its  time  and  that  he  had  withdrawn  it  from  cir- 
culation. It  is  an  attack  on  the  Bible  and  the  Christian 
religion  from  the  viewpoint  of  rationalism,  materialism,  and 
science,  and  the  advocating  of  Humanism. 

After  the  early  pages,  I merely  scanned  this  book,  as  I 
had  already  adopted  my  views  against  organized  religion.  It 
appears  to  be  based  on  sound  authorities,  some  of  which  had 
influenced  me.  I would  recommend  it  to  anyone  prepared  to 
question  the  authority  of  the  Bible. 

Paperback  edition:  London,  The  Clarion  Press  (November, 
1902;  April,  1912  and  many  earlier  printings)  200p. 
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Blatchford,  Robert 


More  Things  in  Heaven  and  Earth:  Adventures  in  Quest 
of  a Soul;  London,  Methuen  & Go.  Ltd.  (1925)  124p. 

Having  read  several  of  Blatchford *s  books  v/hich  defend 
the  materialistic  and  deterministic  philosophy,  this  book, 
which  details  his  personal  sittings  with  Mrs.  Osborne  Leonard 
and  conveys  his  conviction  that  through,  her  and  ’^Feda’^  he  is 
in  touch  with  his  wife^s  spirit,  is  of  particular  value  to  me 
as  a testimony  to  spiritualism. 

His  wife  communicated  also  through  the  Purchas  circle  in 
Australia  (or  South  Africa?)  evidential  material. 

Blatchford  was  also  in  touch  personally  through  Doyle, 
Lodge,  and  Hill,  and  mentions  their  books  as  well  as  Myers’s 
Human  Personality.  He  seems  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the 
literature  of  the  subject,  and  to  be  sincerely  seeking  answers 
to  the  mysteries  of  personality  and  communication  with  the 
dead. 
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Blatchford,  Robert 


Not  Guilty:  A Defence  of  the  Bottom  Dog;  Minneapolis, 

The  New  ^imes  Socialist  Publishing  Go.,  1918  167p. 

This  is  an  excellent  exposition  of  the  position  taken 
by  materialistic  science  that  determinism  rules  because  of 
heredity  and  environment;  that  the  individual  has  no  alter- 
native to  the  course  of  action  he  takes;  that  he  is  not 
responsible  for  his  actions,  and  that  if  he  is  a danger  to 
society  he  must  be  restrained.  However,  he  should  be  pitied 
and  loved,  rather  than  hated  and  punished;  and  the  fault  for 
his  actions  is  often  that  of  the  social  environment  in  which 
he  1 iv  e s . 

Blatchford  gives  instances  to  sunport  his  reasoning, 
and  if  his  premise  is  granted,  his  conclusions  are  soundly 
and  logically  related.  I have  never  found  so  clear  and  simnle 
an  exposition  of  the  deterministic  philosophy  in  any  other 
book,  and  as  this  book  is  intended  for  the  general  reader,  I 
would  recommend  it  highly. 

Blatchford  decries  religion  and  its  errors,  saying  that 
the  Churches  follow  their  particular  doctrines  rather  than 
the  simple  teachings  of  Christ.  He  answers  critics  of  his 
writings  as  Editor  of  the  Clarion,  and  shows  their  faulty 
reasoning  and  logic. 

Although  dated  insofar  as  its  description  of  social 
conditions  among  the  poor  in  England  is  concerned  (English 
edition  appears  to  have  been  published  in  19CS) , his  criti- 
cism of  the  disparity  between  the  rich  and  the  poor  is  still 
valid,  and  his  plea  for  equity  of  economic  status  is  that  of 
socialists  generally. 

Paperback  Edition:  London,  The  Clarion  Press,  (1914) 

287p. 
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Blatchford,  Robert 


Saki’s  Bowl;  London,  Hodder  and  Stoughton  Publishers, 
n.d.  ^ 220p. 

These  are  short  sketches  or  essays,  presumably  urinted 
originally  in  newspaper  columns.  The  date  1928  is  mentioned 
so  the  book  was  probably  published  around  1930. 

Blatchford  was  over  seventy  then,  and  had  mellowed  from 
the  days  of  his  earlier  book.  Prom  materialism  and  social- 
ism he  had  altered  his  views  because  he  realized  that  there 
were  net  sufficient  idealists  to  support  the  programs  he  had 
advocated.  From  materialism  he  had  graduated  to  adherence 
to  the  views  of  Sir  Oliver  Lodge  on  human  survival  of  death. 

An  easy  colloquial  style,  and  a genial  tone,  mark  the 
exposition  of  his  viev/s  of  current  life  as  disclosed  in  the 
newspapers.  An  advocate  of  early  marriage  and  adherence  to 
it,  prizing  home  and  family  above  fame  and  fortune,  he  says 
what  he  likes  about  women  and  famous  people  and  literature. 

Most  of  the  essays  are  pleasing  to  read,  but  of  those 
touching  on  subjects  of  importance  to  me  are  the  following: 

69 
73 
106 
135 
174 
200 
203 
208 
223 
260 
278 
282 
301 

A good  book. 


The  Year  2000  A.D. 

Does  Science  Mean  Human  Progress? 

Such  Stuff  as  Dreams  Are  l!ade  Of 

The  Bandar  Log 

Gamblers  and  Gamesters 

Pedigree  Babies 

Who  and  What  Are  the  Unfit? 

How  Are  Dream  Fugues  Composed? 

Our  First  and  Greatest  Journalist 
Flaming  Ideals  and  Stubborn  Facts 
In  the  Cause  of  Bahram  v.  The  Wild  Ass 
Greater  Babylon 
Are  Visions  About? 
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Blatchford,  Robert 


The  Sorcery  Shop:  An  Impossible  Romance;  London,  The 
Clarion  Press,  1907;  xv  plus  199p. 

Two  members  of  the  British  Parliament,  a banker  and  a 
General,  are  invited  by  a wizard  to  visit  a Socialist  Eng- 
land. In  the  Author^ s Note,  he  says  that  he  does  not  try 
to  forecast  inventions  or  marvels,  but  to  portray  a Utopia 
made  possible  by  current  resources  under  a sensible  and 
cooperative  system. 

As  in  Bellamy’s  Looking  Backward,  the  wizard  conducts 
his  guests  through  countryside  and  cities  and  shows  people 
well-nourished  and  healthy,  living  in  appropriate  homes, 
each  doing  the  work  for  which  he  is  fitted  by  training  or 
inclination,  and  sharing  the  wealth  all  produce.  Meeting 
individuals,  seeing  them  at  work,  and  listening  to  their 
expressions  of  satisfaction  with  their  lives,  the  guests 
learn  that  it  is  possible  by  changing  the  economic  system 
and  goals  to  achieve  a better  life  for  everyone  than  the 
inequitable  and  unhealthy  disparity  of  wealth  made  possible 
by  the  capitalistic  system. 

This  is  the  portrayal  through  debate  and  discussion  of 
a Socialistic  Utopia,  a rational  and  idealistic  system.  It 
is  necessary,  however,  to  refer  to  the  writer’s  later  views 
as  set  forth  in  his  essays  around  1928,  where  he  says  that 
he  is  no  longer  active  in  Socialism. 
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Blavat-^ky,  H.  P. 


Collected  Writingc?:  Tolime  1 - 1874-1878;  Wheaton,  Il- 
linois, Theosophioal  Publishing  House,  "^^econd  Edition,  1977 
(Firs t Edition,  1966);  Illustrated;  Index;  Ixxx  plus  570p. 

On  examining  the  11-volume  set  I wae;  amazed  to  find  that 
several  books  by  Blavatsky  are  not  included,  particularly  The 
Secret  Doctrine  and  Isis  Unveiled,  and  that  three  more  books 
of  writings  are  in  preparation.  I had  no  idea  that  the  woman 
had  published  so  much  material. 

However,  the  quantity  of  actual  writings  is  smaller  than 
these  large  volumes  indicate,  because  the  compiler  Boris  de 
Zirkoff  has  prefaced  to  each  volume  similar  material  inclu- 
ding a choronology  of  events  covering  the  period  during  which 
the  writings  were  published,  and  has  appended  a bibliography 
which  includes  a vast  quantity  of  biographical  information  on 
the  writers  or  personalities  mentioned  in  Blavatsky *s  work. 

The  compiler's  work,  for  the  student,  is  at  lea<^t  as  useful 
to  the  serious  student,  as  the  work  of  Blavatsky  herself,  and 
offers  much  material  not  easily  accessible  from  obscure 
sources.  The  fourteen  volumes  when  completed  will  constitute 
almost  an  encyclopedia  of  occultism  for  the  period  1874-1891. 

The  Useful  index  makes  unnecessary  detailed  notes  of  the 
contents  of  each  volume,  so  I will  merely  record  my  impressions 
of  the  first  volume. 

I am  amazed  and  fascinated  by  the  expert  u^e  of  the  Eng- 
lish language  by  Blavatsky.  Her  competent  and  amusing  style 
in  controversy,  her  ability  to  quote  exact  sources  for  her 
views,  and  her  mastery  of  understanding  occultism  and  in  ex- 
pressing herself  clearly  and  interestingly,  far  exceed  the 
faults  of  memory  and  her  possible  misunderstanding  of  what 
she  had  read  and  considered. 

This  first  volume  makes  clear  that  altho-ugh  Blavatsky 
accepted  the  fadts  of  phenomena  of  spiritualism,  she  did  not 
believe  that  the^^e  originated  fropi  spirits  of  the  dead,  but 
from  ”elementals'*  or  Clemen taries^^  imitating  them,  ^he  in- 
sists-that  eastern  philosophers  and  ea«=jtern  languages  were 
much  in  advance  of  we=ftern  culture  in  knowing  and  expressing 
the  facts  about  the  origin,  nature,  and  destiny  of  mankind; 
she  constantly  deplored  the  poverty  of  the  English  language 
to  explain  these  facts.  Her  ex^erti^e  in  the  use  of  English, 
and  her  knowledge  of  several  languages,  persuades  me  that  she 
was  competent  to  complain. 

Although  I am  favorably  inclined,  I doubt  that  I c-hall 
finish  reading  this  ^e t of  books.  I have  other  interests  to 
occupy  my  time;  but  the  set  is  important  for  reference. 
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Blavatsky,  H.  P 


Collected  Writingf^:  Volume  2 - 1879-1880;  Wheaton  Il- 
linois, Theosophical  Publishing  House,  no  date;  Illuc? tra ted ; 
Bibliography;  Index  590p. 

I read  only  to  page  24  of  this  volume  before  I decided 
to  drop  the  idea  of  reading  the  ll-volume  set  and  u«=?e  it  as 
a reference  rather  than  to  read  it  from  cover  to  cover.  I 
concfider  the  set  very  valuable,  but  have  other  intere^^ts  of 
greater  importance. 
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Blavatsky,  H.  P. 

Nightmare  Tales;  london,  Theosophical  Publishing  House 


(no  date);  Illustrated; 

133p. 

Contents 

Foreword 

Annie  Besant 

1.  A Bewitched  Life 

7 

2.  The  Cave  of  the  Echoes 

68 

3.  The  Luminous  Shield 

81 

4.  From  the  Polar  Lands 

- 

93 

5.  The  Ensouled  Ylolin 

98 

(1)  a scoffer  has  his  soul  "opened  on  the  hell  side"  by 
disregarding  the  warning  of  an  adept,  (2)  an  old  man  is  re- 
incarnated in  the  son  of  his  murderer,  and  a seer  influences 
discovery  and  revenge.  (3)  A lost  pet  dog  is  recovered  by 
clairvoyance,  (4)  An  old  man  guide  has  apparently  lived  un- 
changed for  200  years,  and  may  be  immortai.  (5)  The  only  one 
of  these  stories  I know  to  have  been  rerrinted  in  an  anthology 
edited  by  ^^anley  and  Lewis.  (l)  ^and  (b)  are  important  enough 
to  be  studied  for  their  views  on  occult  subjects.  .. 

(3)  iq  reprinted  under  the  title  "The  Luminous  Circle"  in 
Yol,  1 of  Collected  Writingg,  starting  at  page  177.  I re-read 
it  without -any  recollection  of  having  previouqly  done  qo, 

(2)  iq -reprinted  with  a preliminary  three  paragraphq  not 
publiqhed  in  thiq  paperback  in  Yo.  1 of  Collected  Writings, 

q tar  ting  at  page  338.  On  page.  351  qome  art®  concluding  remarkq 
appear  which  are  omitted  in  thiq  paperback,  and  the^e  end  at 
page  353. 

(5)  iq  reprinted  in^Yol.  2 of  Collected  Writingq,  be-  . 
ginning  at  page  229.  A qhorter  verqion  qtartq  at  pap^e  219. 

f 

(1)  iq  reprinted  in  a longer  verqion  in  Yol.  6 of  Collec- 
ted  Writingq,  beginning  at  page''355.  At  page  354  a qummary  of 
her  qeven  "Nightmare  Ihleq"  iq  qhown,  with  the  information 
that  (4)  apparently  had  itq  firqt  appearance  in  thi'?  volume. 

The  two  taleq  "An  Unqolved  My*?  ter y"  and  "A  ^tory  of  the 
Myq tical"' not  included  in  thi<?  volume,  were  public-bed  in  the 
Collected  Writingq.  Yolume  1,  pagfeq  151,  and  , 163,  reqpectively 
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Bleackley,  Horace 


Casanova  in  England. . .wi th  17  Illustrations;  London, 
John  Lane  The  Bodley  Head  (1923);  Appendixes,  Index;  284p. 

Following  an  introductory  chapter  and  followed  by  a 
concluding  summary  of  Casanova’s  life,  this  account,  told 
mainly  in  the  third  person,  of  Casanova’s  adventures  in 
England  1763-4,  expands  what  is  provided  in  the  ’^iemoirs . 

The  index  is  helpful,  particularly  since  the  Memoirs 
are  not  indexed. 

The  author  convicts  Casanova  of  errors  of  dates  and 
sometimes  of  fact,  but  confirms,  overall,  the  authenticity 
of  the  Memoirs . 


e 6 e;.- 1 H o b ^ > U 

.nof-,  ■'.."  ^:;;no  ^j  ^yii.'-'L'I  ri  VI  r-I I^v,,  , , f)a'B.r'^-.nI'''  rr  rvon^BBO- 

.,  1-^ V ' : /:.v5’’^nT.  , z ‘^'Kl^nocicy  f\  ddoH  ^’elbo.'P  eiiT  snoJ  ado^'- 

hnf^  7^rt;T.^:If}  '^^TCl  r: rrooT  V'"' i . Q B 

Mol  , n oa'flp.B  , ^/r!I  .o':.!;!  r ' '^o  '^^nllHrXonoo, 

ro  rs'-^' :rIno7*''>B  BMroBBBBC  to  ^ aoo"t orr  .bTl ri.i  ofl:t  ni  '.oFniBn 

f:S.  V olv?  ■ oo.:.  Bqxo  , I- So VI  .biiBlx^.iiI^r 

r'lillMr.!  OOP  in  qi™' B.Moilisq  fluiqlefi  ox  x-';biil  oriT 

. f)9:<  ebnl  jon  ox,b 

bat*  RsXob  oj  :'>;ro';'ro  to  otoaooeO  sloiva-oo  Toll. to  eriT 
v..t/al  t{i9bJ'ro;  e:fr  iI,.[dto.\"  . oo-t Xx-'-oo  :'0'd  ,700!  to  Berll.Tooo 

. OTlOioe:  >.■  64 J*  tc 


Blish,  James 


Jack  of  Eagles;  New  York,  A Corwin  Book,  Greenberg:  Publish- 
er (1952,  Publisher)  246p. 

Knowing  of  my  interest  in  psychic  phenomena,  David  Blair  sug- 
gested that  I should  read  this  book,  so  I am  sending  him  a copy  of 
these  notes. 

Danny  Caiden  is  aware  from  childhood  of  his  ability  to  fore- 
tell events,  but  not  until  he  is  employed  as  a reporter  for  a trade 
magazine  does  he  consciously  make  use  of  it  in  an  article  about  the 
future  market  price  of  a wheat  stock.  He  profits  by  the  knowledge 
himself,  but  fails  at  the  race  track  through  failure  to  concentrate 
on  the  right  element  of  his  vision. 

In  an  effort  to  understand  his  faculty,  Danny  consults  Mme. 

Zaza  who  fails  to  enlighten  him,  but  where  he  meets  her  niece  Marla 
who  follows  him  in  trying  to  determine  whether  his  powers  are  genu- 
ine. A romance  develops,  and  Marla  assists  him  to  battle  occultists 
of  whom  some  were  his  fellow-employees,  one  friendly,  another  an 
enemy.  The  Psychical  Research  Society  (Blish  is  careful  not  to  re- 
fer correctly  to  the  American  Society  for  Psychical  Research)  and 
others  are  plotting  to  attain  power  over  the  world. 

Blish  mentions  also  the  Forteans  and  Fort’s  books.  Using  his 
ESP  Danny  assimilates  rapidly  the  gist  of  authoritative  works  on 
parapsychology,  learning  particularly  of  J.  W.  Dunne’s  books  on 
precognitive  dreams  and  his  hypothesis  of  a serial  universe  with 
overlapping  time-tracks  and  alternative  futures. 

Attacked  both  physically  and  psychically,  Danny  has  to  use  a 
resonator  supplied  him  by  his  friendly  ally  (this  is  something  like 
the  Lens  used  by  Doc  Smith  in  his  space  epics)  to  reinforce  his 
powers  of  defence  and  offence.  The  book  closes  with  a contest  of 
powers  in  six  possible  futures,  Danny  winning  out  and  winning  Marla. 

Although  interesting,  this  novel  uses  too  much  pseud^cience 
in  attempting  to  explain  the  possibility  of  events.  The  closest 
approach  to  a similar  treatment  of  Dunne’s  ideas  is  Flight  from 
Time  One  by  Deane  Romano  (New  York,  Walker  & Compnay , 1972). 

I found  Blish’s  novel  more  interesting  than  Romano’s. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
October  20,  1994 


Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice, 
Box  51,  Station  “L”, 

Winnipeg,  Man. 

R3H  0Z4. 


Dear  Choice  Supporter: 

You  are  invited  to  a Choice  Celebration.  We  will  celebrate 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  Decision 
recognizing  a woman's  right  to  reproductive  freedom.  We 
will  honour  Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler,  who  fought  with  us  to 
win  this  right. 

A Choice  Celebration  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  on -Thursday, 
February  16,  1989,  at  the  International  Inn.  A 
presentation  to  Dr.  Morgentaler  will  be  made  at  8:00  p.m. 
Wine  and  cheese  will  be  served. 

We  hope  to  accomplish  two  goals  from  this  event.  First,  we 
intend  to  develop  resources  to  lobby  the  Federal  Government 
regarding  the  introduction  of  any  restrictive  legislation 
on  abortion.  We  need  the  voice  of  Manitobans  to  be  heard. 
We  have  a critical  role  to  play  in  the  upcoming  debate. 

Second,  we  want  to  mount  a legal  challenge  to  the 
Provincial  Government's  decision  to  refuse  to  pay  for 
abortions  outside  of  hospitals.  We  know  that  abortions  in 
approved  medical  facilities  such  as  community  health 
clinics  are  safer  and  less  costly.  We  believe  the 
government  is  acting  unethically,  perhaps 
unconstitutionally . 

Tickets  for  this  Choice  Celebration  are  available  at  a cost 
of  $25.00.  Larger  donations  are  welcomed.  Benefactors, 
who  contribute  $200.00  and  over  and  donors  ($100.00  - 
$199.00)  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  evening's  program. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  at  Bold  Print,  478-A  River  Avenue, 
the  Manitoba  Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women, 

16  - 222  Osborne  Street,  Times  Change  Restaurant  on  Main 
and  St.  Mary's,  or  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  at 
the  Gwen  Secter  Creative  Living  Centre,  1588  Main  Street. 
Reservations  will  be  accepted  by  mail  at  the  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice. 

Please  join  us,  to  celebrate  our  past  victory,  to  honour 
Dr.  Morgentaler,  and  to  help  ensure  that  our  right  to 
reproductive  choice  will  be  retained. 
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Jonathan,  and  Bids'? , Eugene  (M.D.) 


Prism;  Andrea’s  World;  New  American  Library  of  Canada 
Limited;  Onyx  Book  (#JE4),  (40004),  (August,  1986),  (1985, 
authors)  318p, 

Andrea  Biaggi,  a 30-year  old  woman  v/ith  28  perc?onalitie s , 
was  the  daughter  of  an  Insane  and  abusive  father  and  a devout 
Catholic  mother  v;ho  taught  her  that  death  was  preferable  to 
allowing  violation  of  virginity.  By  the  age  of  four,  because 
of  physical  and  sexual  abuse  by  her  father  and  rejection  and 
denial  of  the  facts  by  her  father,  she  developed  autosugges- 
tive  repressions  to  deny  the  truth  of  the  attacks  of  which 
she  was  the  victim. 

Bliss’s  treatment  consisted  of  attempts  to  Integrate  the 
repressive  personalities  with  Andrea’s  true  self,  but  this 
meant  overcoming  all  the  factors  which  had  enabled  Andrea  to 
survive  the  mistreatment  to  which  she  had  been  subjected. 

The  struggle  lac- ted  over  three  years,  and  the  conclusion 
of  the  book  left  hope  for  the  future,  but  no  declaration  that 
Andrea  was  permanently  cured.  The  autosuggestion  defences 
are  too  permanently  entrenched  to  be  ea=^ily  set  aside,  and 
life’s  stresses  can  bring  about  a recurrence  of  the  personal- 
ity divisions. 

This  !«?  a tragic  case,  and  the  reader  is  forced  to  ack- 
nowledge the  tolerance  for  deviant  behavior  which  mu=?  t be  ex- 
ercised by  law  enforcement  agencies  who  are  unaware  of  the 
underlying  causes  of  this  behavior. 

Only  by  getting  Andrea  to  accept  the  truth  of  the  attacks 
against  her  could  Bliss  bring  about  integration  of  the  various 
personalities  which  were  Andrea’s  defences  against  the  reality 
of  her  mistreatment.  ^ome  of  these  personalities  were  created 
to  enable  her  to  express  basic  physical  and  mental  needs  of 
most  human  beings,  which  her  environment,  her  obesity,  and  her 
mental  confusion  made  impossible  through  normal  channels. 

That  life  is  hell  for  such  cases  as  this  is  demonstrated 
clearly.  The  reader  ends  by  hoping  with  Dr.  Bliss  and  Andrea 
that  a happy  future  life  may  be  possible. 

Over  700  pages  of  transcripts  were  summarized  by  thic. 
volume,  which  is  necessarily  a narration  incomplete  and  selec- 
tive, but  probably  adequate. 

Although  an  index  is  lacking,  this  book  should  be  kept 
for  reference.  Many  cases  of  so-called  insanity  have  been 
misdiagnosed  becaucje  of  ignorance  of  the  multiple  personality 
process?,  and  the  entire  literature  and  case-histories  of  the 
pSfychiatric  field  need  reviewing  in  the  light  of  increasingly 
expert  treatment  of  these  cases. 
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Blitzsten,  Dorothy  R. 

Psyohoanalysis  Explained;  V/ith  an  Introduction  by  A.-  A, 
Brill,  M.D.  ; London,  Geor^ie  Allen  and  Unwin  (1937)  78p, 

This  is  not  so  much  an  exposition  of  psychoanalysis  as 
a description  of  the  relations  between  the  analyst  and  the 
patient.  It  is  written  for  the  educated  person  who  is  the 
likely  type'  to  seek  such  help,  but  is  relatively  free  of 
technical  jargon  and  easily  comprehended. 
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Bloch,  Robert 


Blood  Runs  Gold;  New  York,  Simon  and  Schuster,  1961; 
(1953,  1955,  1956,  1957,  1958,  1959,  1960,  1961,  Blooh)  246p. 


Contents 

1.  The  Show  Must  Go  On  1 

2 • The  Cura  5 

3.  Daybroke  14* 

4.  Show  Biz  26 

5.  The  Masterpiece  33 

6.  I Like  Blondes  38* 

7.  Dig  That  Crazy  Gravel  51 

8.  Where  the  Buffalo  Roam  69* 

9.  Is  Betsey  Blake  Still  Alive?  89 

10.  Word  of  Honor  • 110* 

11.  Final  Performance  121 

12.  All  on  a Golden  Afternoon  136* 

13.  The  Gloating  Place  169 

14.  The  Pin  181* 

15.  I Do  Not  Love  Thee,  Dr.  Fell  199 

16.  The  Big  Kick  211 

17.  Sock  Finish  222 


Although  I have  marked  with  an  asterisk  any  story  which 
is  definitely  fantasy,  most  of  the  others  are  macabre  enough 
to  qualify  as  horror  tales  or  studies  in  abnormal  psychology. 

#3  is  from  Star  Science  Fiction,  1958. 

#6  is  from  Playboy,  1956. 

#8  is  from  Other  Worlds,  1955. 

#12  is  from  Fantasy  and  Science  Fiction,  1956. 

#14  is  from  Amazing. 


Bloch,  Robert^ 

The  Eighth  Stage  of  Fandom:  Selections  from  25  years 
of  Fan  Writing;  Edited  by  Earl  Kemp;  with  an  Introduction  by 
Wilson  Tucker;  Chicago,  Advent  Publishers,  1962  ( 1962 , Bloch) 
Acknowledgments;  Index  176p. 

These  excellent  humorous  and  sound  commonsense  essays 
provide  an  adequate  overview  of  fandom,  writing,  publishing, 
and  Bloch’s  personal  philosophy  concerning  these  matters  for 
the  period  from  1934  to  date  of  publication. 

The  book  is  an  excellent  companion  to  Moskowitz’  his- 
tory The  Immortal  'Storm. 

\ 

Keep  for  reference. 
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Bloch,  Robert 

Night-World;  New  York,  Slnon  and  Schuster  (1972)  160p. 

A girl  whose  husband  is  a Korean  veteran  with  a record 
of  mental  instability  which  culminated  in  an  attempt  to 
strangle  her  while  he  wae  asleep,  has  been  advised  by  his 
psychiatrist  not  to  see  him  during  his  six  months  in  an  ex- 
pensive mental  hospital.  His  sister,  who  is  .jealous  of  her 
influence  over  her  brother,  is  a constant  visitor,  but  does 
not  like  her  or  keep  her  advised. 

The  psychiatrist  and  two  attendants  are  murdered  by  the 
patients  who  escape.  During  anight  of  terror,  all  but  t^,^/o  of 
the  patients  are  killed,  which  leaves  the  other  two  prime 
suspects,  and  one  of  these  is  the  girl’s  husband.  She  herself 
is  not  sure  whether  he  may  be  capable  of  the  killings,  and  is 
fearful;  she  had  been  on  her  way  to  accompany  him  home  from 
the  hospital,  but  had  been  told  by  his  sister  that  he  did  not 
himself  know  that  he  was  to  be  released. 

With  LAPD  guarding  her,  she  is  still  fearful,  thou^rh  she 
arranges  a meeting  *with  her  husband  and  convinces  him  to  talk 
to  the  police.  The  killer  overhears  the  conversation,  kills 
the  policeman  and  dons  his  uniform;  impersonating  the  guard  he 
accompanies  the  girl  to  the  sister’s  home,  threatens  them  all 
with  death,  but  is  himself  killed  by  a descending  helicopter 
operated  by  police  who  have  been  summoned  by.  the  sibber. 

This  is  definitely  the  poorest  novel  I’ve  read  by  Bloch. 

He  tries  to  follow  the  thoughts  of  the  killer  without  disclosing 
the  killer’s  Identity,  in  order  to  leave  the  reader  uncertain 
whether  the  killer  is  the  girl’s  husband,  and  is  otherwise  un- 
fair in  v/ithholding  from  the  reader  information  which  should  be 
disclosed.  This  is  a contrived  novel,  of  no  significance. 
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BloGh,  Robert 


Psycho;  New  York,  Simon  and  Schuster,  1959  185p. 

Greenwich,  Conn.,  fawcett  Publications,  Inc., (Second 
Printing,  August,  1960);  Crest  Book  #S385  159p, 

I saw  the  movie,  an  Alfred  Hitchcock  production  starring 
Anthony  Perkins,  Vera  Miles,  John  Gavin  and  Janet  Leigh,  be- 
fore I read  the  book.  Perkins  is  physically  a different  type 
from  Norman  Bates  as  described  by  Bloch,  but  made  an  effective 
role . 

Bates  is  a multiple  personality;  himself  as  a boy  domin- 
ated by  his  mother,  as  a man  likewise  dominated  but  adultly 
interested  in  occultism  and  abnormal  psychology,  and  as  his 
dead  mother,  whose  characteristics  he  has  assumed  because  his 
psyche  needed  her  even  after  she  was  dead,  poisoned  with  her 
new  husband  because  Bates  could  not  face  being  v/ithout  her. 

The  story  is  based  on  him,  but  comes  to  a culmination 
when  Mary  Crane,  a secretary  who  has  absconded  ?;ith  $40,000. 
of  her  real  estate  employer's  money,  stays  overnight  at  Bates^ 
motel.  Spying  on  her  while  she  takes  a shower.  Bates  is  over- 
cojiB  by  his  frustrations,  and  in  the  role  of  his  mother,  kills 
her.  He  hides  Mary  and  her  car  in  a nearby  svmmp. 

Mary^s  little  sister,  Lila,  tries  to  find  her  by  getting 
in  touch  with  Mary^s  fiance  Sam  Loomis,  whose  financial  obli- 
gations prevent  their  getting  married,  and  who  lives  in  a town 
on  the  main  highway  which  has  by-passed  the  side  road  on  which 
the  Bates  motel  is  located.  Arbogast,  an  insurance  company 
Investigator  looking  for  Mary  and  the  money,  is  also  killed  by 
Bates,  and  similarly  disposed  of.  Sheriff  Chambers  and  Sam 
and  Lila  finally  trap  Bates  and  discover  the  horror  of  his 
problem  and  actions. 

Although  it  is  necessary  for  the  author  to  switch  from 
one  viewpoint  to  another  in  the  telling  of  the  story,  he  mates 
it  a good  horror  story.  The  narration  and  the  multiple  .per- 
sonality are  probably  sufficient  otherwise  to  enable  it  to  be 
Included  in  a fantasy  collection. 


Bio oh,  Robert 

Shooting  Star;  Nev7  York,  Ace  Books,  Inc.  (#D-265), 

(1958)  159p. 

This  appears  to  be  an  original  novel.  Tiark  Clay  burn,  a 
private  investigator  and  literary  agent  in  Hollywood,  is  en-  ' 
gaged  by  a producer  who  has  nurchased  the  rights  t*o  films 
made  by  a murdered  western  star,  to  discover  the  murderer. 
Almost  at  once,  he  is  warned  off,  endangered  and  attacked, 
involved  with  dope -peddlers , sleazy  movie  actors  and  uolice, 
other  people  are  murdered,  and  he  finally  finds  that  the  ?/ife 
of  his  employer  is  the  murderer  or  hirer  of  killers,  and  only 
be  resisting  her  advances  and  figuring  her  out  does  he  m.iss 
being  killed  himself. 

This  is  a good  mystery  story,  but  as  with  almost  all  of 
Bloch’s  characters,  it  is  hard  to  adrare  them.  Clayburn  is 
a one-eyed,  hard-boiled  private  eye  who  tells  the  story  in 
the  first  person,  and  while  one. admires  him,  he  is  out  for 
money  and  has  no  altruistic  motives. 


Bloeii,  Robert 

Terror  in  the  Night  and  Other  Stories;  New  York,  -Ace 
Books,  Inc,  (#D-265),  (1958)  129p, 


1.  Terror  in  the  Night 

2.  Water’s  Edge 

3.  The  Real  Bad  Yriend 

4 . A G-o  o.d  Ina  gina  ti  on 

5.  Man  with  a Hobby 
. 6.  Luck  Is  No  Lady 

7.  String  of  Pearls 


Contents 

(Manhunt)  7 

(Michael  Shayne  Mystery)  17 

(Michael  Shayne  Mystery)  37^^ 

CSuspect)  67 

(Alfred  Hitchcock’s  Mystery)  86^^ 
(Alfred  Hitchcock’s  Mystery)  96* 
(The  Saint)  114 


Probably  all  these  stories  v^ould  qualify  as  macabre 
horror  or  meird  tales,  but  only  those  narked  with  an  asterisk 
are  definitely  fantasy. 

(1)  tells  of  a wvlfe  fra.med  into  an  asylum  who  escapes, 
finds  friends,  and  begs  for  help.  They  disbelieve  her,  but 
the  conclusion  confirms  her  story.  (2)  tells  of  a convict 
who  kills  a buddy,  and-after  release  seeks  the- victim’s  wife, 
maHe s love  to  her,  and  with  her  assistance  locates  the  loot; 
they  quarrel,  and  are  left  helpless  victims  of  rats.  (3)  a 
salesman’s  wife  inherits  a fortune,  but  he  is  a mana’s  boy 
who  is  afraid  of  living  his  ero tic  ■ fantasies  which  are  en- 
couraged’ by  his  (imaginary?)  friend,  a sug.^estive  devil,  who 
plots  to  drive  the  wife  mad  so  that  the  two  men  may  exuloit 
her  fortune.  The  salesman  is  in  the  end  convicted  of  madness. 
(4)  tells  of  a man  who  suspects  his  wife  of  adultery,  pretends 
to  her  lover  that  he  has  walled  her  up  in  his  basement,  has 
the  lover  confined  as  a madman  v/hen  the  authorities  find  his 
nvife  alive,  then  kills  his  wife  and  walls  her  up.  (5)  is  the 
story  of  a psychopathic  killer  who  murders  at  a bowling  con- 
vention and  carries  the  head  of  his  victim  in  a bowling  bag. 

He  sv\?itches  bags  v/ith  a man  v/ho  tells  him  about  the  ki'’.ler’s 
previous  record;  that  man  is  killed  when  catching  a train, 
and  the  killer  is  relieved  that  the  man  is  believed  to  be  the 
raurderer,  (6)  is  the  story  of  a down-and-out  drunk  who  is 
told  by  a drinking  professor  about  the  m.y th olop’ical  lady  luck, 
who  turns  away  from  men  who  are  inconstant  to  her,  is  muided 
by  a silent  woman  in  red  to  make  a fortune  at  gambling,  hut 
falls  for  a blonde,  shoos  away  the  woman  in  red,  kills  the 
blonde  after  the  steals  his  money,  and  realizes  that  luck  has 
deserted  him  v;hen  he  again  meets  the  professor  in  a bar  and 
hears  the  police  anproaching.  (7)  tells  of  a pair  of  crooks 
who  see  a valuable  string  of  pearls  on  a beautiful  woman  who 
is  attended  by  two  oriental  guards  in  a hotel;  they  plot  to 
steal  her  jewels,  but  are  both  killed  by  the  woman  who  adds  a 
new  pearl  to  her  necklace  for  each  man  she  kills. 


These  are  typical  Bloch  macabre  weird  tales,  all  good 
reading,  but  almost  nauseating. 
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Bloch,  Robert 


The  V/111  to  Kill;  New  York,  ii.ee  Books,  Inc.  (#3-67) 
(1954,  Ace)  159p. 

A Korean  veteran  who  is  sub,1eGt  to  blackouts  is  in  doubt 
about  V7hether  he  killed  his  wife,  because  he  emerf^ed  fron  one 
holding  in  his  hand  the  scissors  which  had  cut  her  throats 
He  is  operating  a book,  magazine,  stamp  and  coin  shop  with 
help  from  his  fiancee,  who  wishes  to  get  married,  but  wants 
to  wait  a year  until  he  is  finaicially  secure.  3he  refuses  to 
V7ait,  and  quits  her  ^ob;  so  he  gets  drunk  and  goes  to  the 
room  of  a pretty  prostitute,  awakening  to  find  her  murdered. 

As  usual  with  Bloch,  the  murderer  is  pretty  well  hidden 
from  suspicion,  and  others  are  implicated  through  coinciden- 
tal murders  and  complications.  This  is  a sensational  murder 
mystery  story,  interesting  but  contrived,  and  without  great 
importance  apart  from  the  suspense  element. 


Blue  Wolf  (pseud,  of  Robert  Soott) 

Dwifa^s  Curse:  A Tale  of  the  Stone  Age;  Illustrated; 
London,  Robert  Soott,  no  date  253p. 

This  is  a very  well  written  and  illustrated  story,  por- 
traying life  in  the  stone  age  and  introducing  as  conquerors 
a people  who  have  mastered  the  bow  and  arrow,  which  is  later 
used  by  the  protagonist  Tharg  to  overcome  his.  enemy  Dwifa,  a 
cripple  who  has  cursed  him.  Tharg story  is  carried  from 
his  boyhood  to  young  married  manhood,  when  he  replaces  the 
chief  of  his  tribe,  and  rescues  it  from  bondage  to  Dwifa  and 
his  people. 

The  incidents  and  story  are  not  unusual,  and  Tharg  is 
a mighty  warrior  rather  than  an  intelligent  innovator.  The 
action  centers  around  individual  and  group  battles,  and  tales 
of  hunting  expeditions.  Yaia,  Tharg ’s  mate,  is  more  intelli- 
gent than  he  is,  and  assists  him  loyally;  the  Priest-King  of 
the  conquerors,  Vraka,  is  well-portrayed .as  a worthy  leader. 

I am  letting  Bill  Orlikow  have  this  book  for  his  English 
friend  John, 


Blythe,  Peter 


Self-Hypnot ism : Its  Power  and  Practice;  Toronto,  Coles  Pub 
lishing  Company  Limited;  (1980);  Notes;  Bibliography;  Index  174p 

This  is  by  a British  author  and  is  the  best  comprehensive 
guide  to  autosuggestion  I have  so  far  read.  The  author  details 
both  advantages  and  dangers  of  doing  without  a hypnotist. 

The  author  has  taught  in  many  countries  and  both  hypnotists 
and  doctors  have  agreed  with  him  that  hypnotic  practices  are  not 
necessary,  though  he  makes  use  of  the  term  throughout  the  book 
because  it  is  familiar. 

Blythe  does  not  cover  the  supernormal  phenomena  available 
and  restricts  his  teaching  to  the  problems  of  living.  Examples 
of  most  health  and  psychological  disabilities  are  given,  and  the 
methods  of  relieving  them  outlined. 

This  book  should  be  studied. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
May  20,  2000 
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Bogner,  Norman 


The  Madonna  Complex;  New  York,  Dell  Publishing  Company, 
(1969),  (Coward,  McCann,  1968)  366p, 

This  is  the  story  of  the  obsessive  love  of  a multi-mil- 
lionaire for  an  unstable  girl  twenty  years  his  .junior.  He 
arranges  for  her  to  consult  a psychiatrist,  whom  he  pays  for 
her  treatments,  but  when  he  realizes  that  she  is  drav/ing  a- 
way  from  him,  and  he  cannot  obtain  from  the  psychiatrist  any 
explanation,  he  arranges  to  have  her  records  stolen.  During 
the  theft,  a building  employee  discovers  the  thieves  and  is 
killed  by  them. 

Realizing  his  culpability,  Teddy  confesses  to  Barbara 
that  he  has  invaded  her  privacy,  and  its  consequences.  She 
reports  fearfully  to  the  psychiatrist,  who  informs  the  police, 
Teddy  escapes  to  Canada  and  meets  a girl  who  falls  in  love 
with  him.  This  girl  follows  him  back  to  Nev/  York  when  he 
gives  himself  up  to  the  police,  and  persuades  Barbara  not 
to  commit  suicdde  after  Teddy’s  son  and  his  fiancee  have  her 
convinced  that  she  should  in  order  to  free  Teddy  from  her  in- 
fluence . 

Teddy  is  acquitted  of  the  charge  of  murder,  but  is  con- 
victed of  burglary  and  sentenced  to  three  years  i.mprisonment. 
He  has  lost  all  feeling;  life  has  become  meaningless.. 

This  novel  is  above  the  average  of  Ihe  usual  sensational 
and  sexy  modern  novel;  it  is  we  11 -written,  and  poses  the  ques- 
tions of  values  in  modern  life.  Teddy  has  found  that  money 
will  buy  things,  but  is  no  solution  to  the  larger  values  of 
life.  He  proves  his  love  for  Barbara,  but  whether  she  was 
worthy  of  it,  or  merely  a sick  neurotic  whose  charm  was  like 
that  of  a succubus,  is  uncertain  to  me.  Her  experiences  with 
a depraved  girl-friend  whom  she  loved  until  aware  of  the  evil 
involved  do  not  in  themselves  convince  me  that  she  should  have 
been  under  tremendous  emotional  stress,  particularly  with  re- 
ference to  men;  and  why  she  should  have  exhibited  lack  of 
sexual  restraint  herself  puzzles  me:  why  be  shocked  at  her 
friend  and  not  at  herself? 

Although  an  interesting  novel,  this  book  provides  no  real 
solutions  or  guidelines.  It  is  rather  symptomatic  of  the 
breakdown  of  traditional  values  and  the  lack  of  any  higher 
vision  to  replace  them. 


Bogoras,  V/aldemar 


Sons  of  the  Mammoth;  Translated  from  the  jlussian  by 
Stephen  Graham;  New  York,  Cosmopolitan  Book  Corporation, 

1929  - 254p. 

This  is  a very  good  story,  of  a primitive  tribe,  and  is 
probably  the  best  science  fiction  I have  read  from  Russia, 

Yarry  and  Ronta  evade  the  pubertal  rites  of  the  tribe 
and  _ go  away  together,  though  Yarry  is  unable  to  persuade 
Ronta  to  be  his  mate.  The  mating  season  of  the  tribe  is  in 
the  Fall  of  the  year,  and  a good  description  of  the  tribal 
.mating  dance  is  given.  The  superstitions  of  the  tribe,  in- 
cluding their  ideas  of  nature  worship  and  the  propitiation 
of  the  gods  by  sacrifice,  are  well  interprets  ted;  and  the 
cruelty,  animalism,  . jealousies  and  personal  feuds  are  por- 
trayed. ' 

At  the  conclusion,  after  the  tribe  has  been  halved  by 
plague  or  other  disease,  Ronta  returns,  still  a virgin,  and 
is  persuaded  to  sacrifice  herself  for  the  sake  of  the  rest 
of  the'  tribe.  However,  Yarry  shows  her  that  the  god  is  a 
saurian  beast,  and  not  a god;  and  they  go  a^vay  together. 

This  book  is  wanted  by  John  Steuart,  so  I shall  offer 
it  to^  him. 


/ 


c 


/ 


1 


\ 


I 


/ 


Bok,  Hannes 


Beyond  the  Golden  Stair;  with  an  Introduc t iojii  by  Lin 
Garter;  New  York,  Ballantine  Books;  (First  Printing,  Novem- 
ber, 1970)  209p. 

First  Published  in  abridged  form,  Startling  Stories, 
January,  1948,  under  the  title  i’The  Blue  Flamingo'^ 

Burks,  Scarlatti  and  Hibbert  escare  from  a' prison  van 
and  seek  refuge  in  the  Florida  everglades,  where  Carlotta, 
Scarlatti^s  woman  assists  them  va  th  a canoe. 

Deeply  hidden,  they  find  a golden  staircase,  heavily 
encrusted  with  swamp  growth,  beyond  which  they  find  a du- 
plicate, apparently  stretching  to  infinity  and  guarded  by  a 
blue  flamingo,  Scarlatti  precipitates  action,  and  Burks 
kills  the  flamingo;  they  climb  the  staircase  and  find  them- 
selves in  Khoire  where  thoughts  take  form  and  bodies  are 
altered  into  true  Images  of  personality. 

In  Khoire,  they  find  people  v/hom  they  have  seen  , in 
dreams;  Hibbert  falls  in  love  with  TIareth,  they  are  guided 
by  an  ancient  Fa  tur  who  by  means  of  advanced  science  shows 
them 'his  whole  lifers  history  and  that  of  Khoire,  and  are 
both  threatened  and  protected  by  beings  of  Khoire  whose 
powers  include  slipping  through  interdimensional  barriers, 
changing  into  tree  and  plant  life  when  mad,  and  telepathic 
communion, 

Burks  atones  by  transforming  himself  into  another  blue 
■flammngo  to  serve  a thousand  years  as  guardian  of  the  stair- 
case; Scarlatti  becomes  a dwarf;  and  Hibbert  a strong  man 
resembling  Scarlatti. 

Given  a tallsmanic  phrase  by  T'^areth,  Hibbert  returns 
to  our  world,  expecting  to  learn  his  way  back  to  Khoire 
from  wise  men  (the  tra.dition  of  most  occult  sects). 

In  this  story,  Bok  tries  to  accomplish  in  words  much 
the  same  outre  visualization  which  distinguishes  his  art- 
work, His  imaginative  passages  are  worth  study  for  their 
imagery,  and  he  draws  on  mythology  as  Merritt  did  for  m.any 
of  his  conceptions.  My  impression  is,  however,  that  his 
characters  were  unsuitable  for  the  story. 
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Bolitho,  William 


Murder  for  Profit;  Garden  City,  New  York,  Garden  City 
Publishing  Company,  Inc,  (1926,  Harper  & Brothers)  3252p. 

!•  Burke  and  Hare. 

» 2.  Troppmann*  (murdered  a family  of  8) 

3.  George  Joseph  Smith  (married  and  murdered  in  their 
baths  at  least  three  women) 

4.  Desire  Landru  (made  a career  of  marrying  and  murder- 
ing elderly  widows  desperate  for  comranionship  in  wartime) 

5.  Fritz  Haarmann  (homosexual  who  blatantly  murdered 
boys  and  young  men  and  kept  their  personal  effects  in  his 
own  lodgings,  and  who  was  suspected  of  butchering  and  sel- 
ling their  bodies,  though  the  author  doubts  cannibalism  as - 
the  prime  motive). 

This  is  an  important  sociological  study  of  mass-murder 
which  emphasizes  that  all  were  dealers  in  second-hand  goods, 
had  military  background,  were  family  men,  and  studious  and 
bookish,  and  interested  in  the  legal  aspects  of  their  own 
trials.  Bolitho  believes  that  the  potentialities  for  mur- 
der are  in  all  of  us:  "there,  but  for  the  grace  of  God,  go 
I".  I agree  with  him,  and  feel  that  human  beings  are  funda- 
mentally capable  of  all  extremes  of  behaviour,  circumstances 
governing,  and  that  insanity  is  a potential  fate  of  all. 


Bolitho,  V/llliam 


Twelve  Against  the  Gods:  The  Gtory  of  Adventure;  Mew 
York,  3imon  and  Schuster,  1929  (Fifth  Printing,  February, 
1930;  Illustrated  351p. 

These  are  biographical  essays  concerning  historical 
personages  of  eccentric  personality,  illustrating  adventure 
as  the  working  out  of  individual  aims  regardless  of  cost  to 
society.  I have  marked  with  an  asterisk  those  familiar  to 
me : 

Alexander  the  Great 
Casanova* 

Christopher  Columbus 
Mahome  t 
Lola  Montez 

Cagliostro  (and  Seraphina)* 

Charles  XII  of  Sweden 
Napoleon  I 

Lucius  Sergius  Catiline 
Napoleon  III 
Isadora  Duncan 
Woodrow  Wilson 

Bolitho  is  didactic  in  his  presentation  of  these  char- 
acters, and  the  varying  stories  of  Cagliostro  make  it  pos- 
sible to  question  his  facts,  but  he  seems  to  have  studied 
and  thought  about  all  these  people  in  relation  to  the  mean- 
ing of  adventure  in  human  life. 
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Bi31l3  Heinrich 


Group  Portrait  with  Lady;  Translated  from  the  German  by 
Leila  Vennewitz;  New  York,  etc.,  MoGraw-Hill  Book  Company, 

{1972,  B511  and  Vennewitz)  405pa 

The  anonymous  narrator  of  his  search  for  biographical 
information  concerning  Leni  Pfeiffer,  nee  Griiyten  fortunately 
provides  a List  of  Characters  ahead  of  the  story  which  makes 
it  relatively  ea'sy  to  refer  to  their  relationships  and  to 
identify  them,  the  author  often  referring  to  them  only  by 
initialo  Although  details  of  the  lives  of  the  main  charac- 
ters are  given,  the  principal  scenes  take  place  during  the 
second  World  War  and  in  Nazi  Germany. 

Leni  is  a beautiful  blonde,  sensuous  and  attractive  to 
all  men,  but  after  short  romantic  interludes  is  thrice  wi- 
dowed, and  ends  in  the  arms  of  a Ti.irk  after  the  death  of  her 
great  love  Boris  Lvovich,  Russian  prisoner-of-war  v/ho  works 
with  her  at  wreath-making  under  Walter  Pelzer  whg, though  a 
married  man  with  children,  is  hopelessly  fascinated  by  her 
and  seeks  consolation  where  he  can  find  it.  Leni^s  father  is 
a contractor  with  great  organizing  ability  who  succ^umbs  to 
the  temptation  of  payroll  padding,  is  discovered,  and  Impris- 
onedo  Her  only  child,  son  of  Boris,  is  also  imprisoned;  he 
is  satisfied  to  be  a ga rbage- truck  driver  despite  abilities 
which  might  qualify  him  for  a career. 

Leni^s  friends  are  attracted  by  her  hmaanity  and  com- 
passion as  well  as  by  her  beauty  and  her  singing,  and  com- 
prise an  interesting  cross-section  of  people  striving  to 
survive  u.nder  wartime  conditions.  The  restrictions  on  food, 
clothing  and  shelter,  as  well  as  on  freedom  of  thoup:ht  ^nd 
expression,  arouse  the  reader ^s  sympathy  with  Leni^s  efforts 
to  lead  a natural  life  amid  frustrations  and  tragedy. 

To  outline  her  life  and  those  of  even  the  chief  actors 
in  the  story  is  not  worthwhile  from  my  point  of  view.  "^he 
author  appears  broad-minded  and  interested  in  the  most  minute 
details,  physical  and  psychological,  and  to^vard  hpe  last  part 
of  the  book  becomes  almost  flippant  in  his  humorous  descrip- 
tion, mixed  with  satire  and  irony,  of  the  motivations  and 
rationalizations  of  the  characters. 

Told  objectively,  the  story  gives  few  clues  to  the  thoughts 
of  the  characters,  concentrating  instead  oh  their  rationaliza- 
tions of  their  actions.  The  oppression  of  environment  on  the 
human  need  for  freedom  to  live  is  clearly  portrayed;  but  it  is 
my  thought  that  this  is  innate  because  of  our  lim.i ta tions : only 
in  our  imagination  are  we  free.  Because  of  my  view,  I h.  ve  con- 
sistently ^^lived”  only  to  the  extent  necessitated  by  obtaining 
the  means  of  survival:  the  second-hand  ^^life'^  of  books  is  qu'i+-e 
adequate  to  feed  my  imagination.  This  escapist  attitude  is  a 
repudiation  of  the  responsibilities  whidh  living  in  the  real 
world  imposes,  but  only  the  exceptional  individuals  who  are 
vi/illing  to  devote  all  their  energies  to  coping  with  their  envi- 
ronment are  likely  to  affect  it;  and  success  means  slavery. 

The  translation  is  good:  Ge  rma  n c o 1 1 o qu  ia  1 i sms  .a  re  c on  - 
veyed  by  their  English  counterparts,  so  that  apart  from  their 
names,  it  is  easy  to  identify  with  the  characters. 
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Bolton,  Bratt  (Compiled,  edited  and  arranp'ed  by) 

Sdgar  Cayce  '^peak^gp  Foreword  by  V/illiam  A.  iicGarey,  M. 
D. ; New  York,  Avon  Bookq  (/W153) ; (1969,  Bolton)  664p. 

Thiq  Iq  an  encyclopedic  reference  work  to  the  teachlngq 
on  food,  beverageq,  and  physical  health  of  Fdgar  Cayce  aq 
compiled  from  the  recordq  of  hi^-  trance  diagnoqeq. 

I read  only  the  introductory  ecjqayq  and  the  concluding 
’^Mind  Iq  the  Builder'^  qection  of  the  book,  which  iq  intended 
aq  a health  reference  work,  and  not  for  continuous*  reading. 

It  may  be  uqeful  to  conqult  thi^?  book  if  my  health  iq 
undermined  in  any  way. 

(#15651),  (Fifth  Printing) 


664p . 


3246  Portage  Avenue 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3K  0Y9 
(204)  831  -7777 
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Bond,  Nelson 


Lancelot  Biggs:  Spaceman;  Garden  City,  N.  Y, , Doubleday 
& Co.,  Inc.,  1950  224p. 

This  episodic  novel  is  a reprint  of  short  stories  from 
various  magazines  1939-1943.  The  plot  is  simply  a gangl^.ng 
erratic  genius  who  is  in  love  with  the  daughter  of  a space- 
ship captain,  wins  her  by  displaying  inventive  means  of  es- 
caping from  various  situations  into  which  the  old  ship  falls, 
and  makes  the  ship  an  honored  craft,  thus  overcoming  the  old 
captain’s  objections  to  the  i^^rriage. 

The  main  interest  in  the  stories  is  the  gadgdtyy  and  the 
ingenius  solutions  of  dilemmas.  Light,  humorous  tone , since 
the  stories  are  told  by  ^’Sparks”  the  communications  expert. 
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Bonnell,  John  Sutherland 


Do  You  Want  to  Be  Cured?;  New  York,  etc.,  Harper  and  Row, 
Publishers;;  (1968,  author)  159p. 

The  author’s  father  was  superintendent  of  a mental  hospital 
so  he  had  opportunities  to  observe  mentally  ill  people  from  his 
early  childhood.  This  interest  led  to  his  going  to  Lourdes  and 
gathering  facts  about  the  cures  termed  miraculous,  only  about  70 
accredited  by  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  but  many  cures  which 
the  panel  of  doctors  termed  inexplicable. 

He  provides  a thorough  consideration  of  prayer,  describes 
how  the  Christian  church  failed  to  carry  out  its  mission  to  cure 
the  sick,  and  how  the  change  from  materialism  to  psychosomatic 
medicine  came  about. 

A Canadian,  Bonnell,  I believe,  spoke  or  was  a minister  in 
Winnipeg  before  becoming  senior  pastor  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Bap- 
tist Church  in  New  York  City.  His  outline  of  his  lectures  in 
various  places  indicates  that  he  was  well  respected  by  various 
religious  and  medical  organizations. 

He  appears  to  have  been  a sympathetic  and  well  qualified 
minister.  This  book  is  said  to  be  a Family  Bookshelf  Selection 
so  I am  donating  it  to  our  son  Ray. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
April  17,  2001 
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Borchard,  Edwin  M. 

Convicting  the  Innocent:  Sixty -Five  Actual  Errors  of 
Criminal  Justice;  with  the  Collaboration  of  S*  Russell  Lutz 
Research  Assistant;  Garden  City,  New  York,  Garden  City  Pub- 
lising  Company,  Inc.  (1932,  Yale  University  Press)  383p. 

This  is  a very  important  reference  work,  expertly  out- 
lining and  concisely  appraising  the  cases,  and  indicating 
those  where  compensation  was  av/arded  the  innocent  victims  of 
miscarriage  of  justice.  The  former  owner  of  this  book  was 
apparently  using  it  to  determine  the  incidence  of  compensa- 
tion. 


P.  14,  the  Boom  Brothers. 

P.  224,  Oscar  Slater. 

The  dangers  of  false  identification  by  victims  or  wit- 
nesses are  demonstrated;  and  the  weakness  of  circumstantial 
evidence  in  the  absence  of  a corpse.  Expert  testimony  is 
also  decried. 

There  are  many  shameful  instances  of  ” rail  reading^’  by 
law  enforcement  agencies,  and  the  use  of  third  degree  is 
several  times  a factor. 
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Bordeaux,  Henry 

The  Fear  of  Living  (La  Peur  de  Tivre);  Authorized  Eng- 
lish version  by  Ruth  Helen  Davis;  Hew  Yorlc,  E,  P.  Dutton  & 
Company  (1913);  8th  printing,  Hay,  1922;  xlii  plus  284p. 

Foreword  by  Rene  Doumic,  published  in  F ou rna  1 des 
Debats,  30th  3ept.  1902,  praises  this  novel  as  a realistic 
portrayal  of  family  life  in  rural  France* 

The  author’s  theme  is  to  contrast  the  frantic  search 
for  sensation,  and  the  retreat  from  life  which  exclusive 
absorption  in  a hobby  represents,  with  an  acceptance  of  the 
responsibilities  of  living  which  a noble,  hard-working,  and 
child -rearing  entails*  lime  Guibert,  widow  of  a hard-working 
doctor  who  has  saved  his  brother  from  bankruptcy  at  the  cost 
of  his  own  fortune  and  his  daughter’s  dowry,  sees  one  of  her 
girls  become  a nun,  a son  a colonist,  her  younger  son  a sol- 
dier, and  her  younger  daughter  renouncing  her  own  life  to 
look  after  her  mother.  The  soldier  son  falls  in  love  with 
a weak  girl  v/hose  family  is  wealthy,  but  v/hose  character  has 
been  destroyed  by  her  domineering  m.other;  and  who  obeys  her 
mother  by  marrying  a middle-aged  wealthy  man.  Filled  in 
battle,  the  soldier  is  by  then  a Commander  and  his  friend, 
who  has  been  tempted  by  a beautiful  girl  who  seeks  sensation 
and  wealth,  but  hopes  to  carry  on  a liason  with  him,  finally 
realises  h-is  love  for  the  soldier’s  sister,  and  marries  her, 
the  mother  renouncing  her  last  child  to  enable  the  girl  to 
live  her  own  life. 

This  is  a simply-told  and  interesting  story  of  family 
life,  inculcating  the  values  of  middle -class  French  family 
industry  and  familial  love.  The  weak  girl,  and  a rose -cul- 
tivating uncle  of  the  soldier’s  friend,  and  the  girl  v/ho 
seeks  sensation  are  the  examnles  of  those  who  flee  from  the 
responsibilities  of  living;  Time  Guibert  and  her  soldier  son 
and  her  last  remaining  daughter  exemplify  those  who  accent 
life  and  its  trials  and  sorrows. 

The  characters  are  well-portrayed , and  the  book  worth 
reading,  but  it  falls  short  of  demonstrating  what  I had 
hoped  from  its  title  to  understand.  The  author’s  Preface 
is  an  essay  summarizing  his  views,  but  should  be  read  after 
the  story  has  been  finished. 
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Boucherj  Anthony'^ 

Rocket  to  the  Korgue;  New  York,  Nell  Plublishing  Company, 
Inc*  (1942,  H.  H,  Holmes,  Buell,  Sloan  and  Pearce)  2S3p, 
Bell  Book  #591* 

See  notes  under  Holmes* 

This  pocket  book  edition  has  an  aftemvord  dated  Becember' 
12,  1951,  in  which  the  author  reviews  his  feelings  about  the 
book.  " - 

Re-issued  by  Pyramid  Books,  New  York  (X-1681) , October, 
1967.-173p.  - 
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Bourget,  Paul 

Grime  d* Amour;  New  York,  Ace  Books,  Inc,  (#D--16)  (1953) 

144p, 


This  is  a classical  French  novel,  well  translated,  which 
portrays  character  so  well  that  it  deserves  close  study,  A 
wife  whose  husband  has  become  distasteful  to  her  falls  in  love 
with  a roue  who  believes  that  she'^has  previously  been  unfaith- 
ful to  her  husband  and  who  enters  with  her  another  of  a chain 
of  affairs  believing  that  she  is  merely  playing  a game  with 
hiin  as  he  is  with  her.  Her  husband,  his  friend  who  has  admired 
him.  since  their  schooldays,  is  deceived  into  believing  that  the 
affair  has  not  happened;  the  roue  comes  to  despise  himself  for 
the  deception;  the  wife  gives  herself  to  an  alleged  former 
lover  to  prove  to  the  roue  that  she  has  been  innocent  but  has 
abandoned  herself  because  of  his  cruelty  and  deception. 

This  novel  is  a drastic  warning  against  becoming  involved 
in  extra -marital  affairs,  and  shows  how  failure  to  uphold  high 
standards  ruins  the  people  involved. 
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Boswell,  Harriet  A. 

Master  Guide  to  Psychism;  West  Nyack,  New  York,  Parker  Pub- 
lishing Company,  Inc.  (1969,  Publishers)  2nd  ptg,  Oct. 1970  223p. 

As  a popular  guide  to  developing  psychic  sensitivity,  this 
book  seems  a reasonable  survey  of  the  methodology  and  phenomena 
spiced  with  anecdotes  of  the  author’s  experiences  over  many  years 
and  with  a cautionary  attitude  advocated. 

As  a primer,  questions  are  asked  at  the  end  of  each  chapter 
to  see  whether  the  text  has  been  understood. 

New  to  me  is  the  declaration  that  the  human  aura  disappears 
before  death,  possibly  foretelling  the  event. 

There  is  some  carelessness  about  the  authors  of  books  read 
by  the  author,  for  instance  Pierce  instead  of  Prince.  However,  I 
am  reasonably  sure  that  the  author  has  read  extensively,  as  well 
as  having  experienced  psychic  events. 

Although  unscientific,  I see  no  reason  to  doubt  the  author’s 
word.  Most  of  the  phenomena  described  have  been  authenticated  by 
scientists. 


Paperback : 


New  York,  Lancer  Books  (#75163) 


254p. 


Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice, 
Box  51,  Station  "L”, 

Winnipeg,  Man. 

R3H  0Z4. 


Dear  Choice  Supporter: 

You  are  invited  to  a Choice  Celebration.  We  will  celebrate 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  Decision 
recognizing  a woman's  right  to  reproductive  freedom.  We 
will  honour  Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler,  who  fought  with  us  to 
win  this  right. 

A Choice  Celebration  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  on -Thursday, 
February  16,  1989,  at  the  International  Inn.  A 
presentation  to  Dr.  Morgentaler  will  be  made  at  8:00  p.m. 
Wine  and  cheese  will  be  served. 


We  hope  to  accomplish  two  goals  from  this  event.  First,  we 
intend  to  develop  resources  to  lobby  the  Federal  Government 
regarding  the  introduction  of  any  restrictive  legislation 
on  abortion.  We  need  the  voice  of  Manitobans  to  be  heard. 
We  have  a critical  role  to  play  in  the  upcoming  debate. 

Second,  we  want  to  mount  a legal  challenge  to  the 
Provincial  Government's  decision  to  refuse  to  pay  for 
abortions  outside  of  hospitals.  We  know  that  abortions  in 
approved  medical  facilities  such  as  community  health 
clinics  are  safer  and  less  costly.  We  believe  the 
government  is  acting  unethically,  perhaps 
unconstitutionally . 

Tickets  for  this  Choice  Celebration  are  available  at  a cost 
of  $25.00.  Larger  donations  are  welcomed.  Benefactors, 
who  contribute  $200.00  and  over  and  donors  ($100.00  - 
$199.00)  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  evening's  program. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  at  Bold  Print,  478-A  River  Avenue, 
the  Manitoba  Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women, 

16  - 222  Osborne  Street,  Times  Change  Restaurant  on  Main 
and  St.  Mary's,  or  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  at 
the  Gwen  Secter  Creative  Living  Centre,  1588  Main  Street. 
Reservations  will  be  accepted  by  mail  at  the  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice. 

Please  join  us,  to  celebrate  our  past  victory,  to  honour 
Dr.  Morgentaler,  and  to  help  ensure  that  our  right  to 
reproductive  choice  will  be  retained. 


Yours  sincerely, 

^fioice  A c 


aign  for  reproductive  freedom 


Bowdler , Roger 


In  the  Flesh;  New  York,  Dell  Publishing  Co.,  Ino. 

(#4268),  (July,  1974),  (1974,  aifethor)  222p. 

Although  I see  no  mention  of  a British  publication,  it 
is  notable  that  the  author  is  apparently  Britioh,  and  the 
scene  and  characters  are  England,  although  the  principal 
woman  character  is  an  American  20-year-old  girl  whose  mother 
is  nagging  her  to  get  married  before  c-he  ic.  too  old  to  be 
eligible . 

The  story  starts  out  by  describing  a slow- thinking  and 
slow  developing  lad,  v^/ho^e  passive  personality  makes  him  re- 
clusive, his  main  interests  being  movies  and  screen  c-tars. 
Rather  disconcertingly,  the  story  then  switches  to  the  view- 
point of  a middle-aged  actor  whose  uncertain  prospects  lead 
him  to  the  weekly  hiring  of  a prostitute  providing  him  with 
sexual  satisfaction  without  long-term  obligation,  since  he 
seldom  sees  the  same  girl  t?«/iee. 

The  actor,  who  has  borrowed  money  from  the  recluse  and 
feels  obligated  to  continue  suffering  his  boring  company,  at 
last  determines  to  marry  him  off  to  the  Am.erican  girl,  who 
is  his  tenant.  Despite  the  girl’s  imitating  "'■'^ary  Bickford, 

Mae  West,  ginger  Rogers  and  others  of  the  recluse’s  favorite 
actresses,  she  fails  to  arouse  his  sexual  interest  because 
he  has  determined  to  remain  a virgin  until  after  m.arriane. 

The  artist  him.self  falls  for  the  girl  when  she  puts  on  a baby 
act,  and  decides  to  marry  her,  and  promote  a relationship  be- 
tween one  of  the  prostitutes  and  the  recluse,  since  the  girl 
would  have  no  problem  continuing  her  liaisons  because  of  her 
husband’s  disinterest  in  sex. 

The  typical  understated  Bjfritish  sense  of  humor  makes 
this  novel  probably  of  little  appeal  to  American  readers,  and 
it  would  not  meet  the  approval  of  feminists.  Although  cynical 
and  with  much  emphasis  on  sexual  deviance,  its  sophistication 
vi/ould  appeal  to  a special  intelligent  readership. 
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ay  nangungusap  sa  ibang  tao  na  may  kakaibang  pananampal ataya.  Subalit 
nangangahul ugan  ito  na  hanggat  hindi  tayo  handang  pakinggan  ang  mga 
mabubuting  puntos  na  mayroon  ang  iba  at  sasabihin  ang  iba,  walang  dahilan 
kung  bakit  si  la  ay  mapapahi nuhod  na  makinig  sa  ating  mga  sasabihin  tungkol 
sa  buhay  at  pananampal  ataya . Naniniwala  ako  na  ang  mga  tao  ay 
nakukumberteng  pareho  ng  mga  taong  handang  makinig,  at  mga  taong  handang 
magsalita  sa  kanila,  o marahil  ay  higit  pa  iyong  mga  handang  makinig. 

Kung  pakikinggan  natin  ang  sasabihin  nila,  si  la  man  ay  magkakagustong 
makapakinig  na  maaari  nating  ihandog  sa  kanila.  At  kapag  nagsimula  na 
tayong  magsalita,  umaasa  ako  na  ang  mga  salita  sa  Shema,  at  pi nakadaki 1 ang 
kautu.san  ang  mamumutawi  sa  ating  mga  labi.  Alam  ba  natin  ang  mga  sal  i tang 
iyon?  Itinuturo  ba  natin  ito  sa  ating  mga  anak?  Nabubuhay  ba  tayo  ayon 
sa  mga  sal i tang  iyon? 

Dalangin  ko  na  tunay  ngang  mamahalin  natin  ang  Diyos' nang  buong  puso 
natin,  at  ang  ating  mga  kapitbahay  na  tulad  ng  ating  mga  sarili. 

AMEN. 


REB.  RAYMOND  A.  CUTHBERT  ' 
HOME  STREET  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH 


Bowen , C . E . 


Among  the  Brigands,  and  Other  Tales  of  Adventure;  Illustra- 
tions by  T.  D.  Collins;  London,  Griffith,  Farran,  Browne  & Co., 
Ltd.,  (no  date)  160p. 

These  four  tales  narrated  by  different  characters  at  a home 
Christmas  party  are  all  preceded  by  illustrations.  The  final  one 
entitled  "Spectres  and  Smugglers"  is  often  repeated  by  various 
authors:  smugglers  use  a cave  reputed  to  be  haunted  by  the  ghosts 

of  ill-fated  lovers  in  order  to  cloak  their  activities. 

All  four  stories  are  well  written  and  interesting,  two  based 
in  the  far  north  and  the  first  in  England  and  Italy. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  6,  1999 
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Bowen,  John 


A World  Elsewhere;  London,  Faber  and  Faber  (1965)  217p. 

New  York,  Coward -McCann,  Inc,  (1966)  217p. 

A British  M.  P.  is  sent  to  the  Greek  island  of  Lemnos 
to  try  and  persuade  a former  political  leader  to  return  and 
serve  his  country.  The  leader  had  resigned  and  turned  to 
writing,  and  had  ^ust  finished  a novel  based  on  Philoctetes 
who  had  been  abandoned  on  an  island,  and  whose  bow  and  arrow 
were  needed  to  fulfill  a prophecy  that  a war  would  be  won  by 
their  possession.  The  M.P.  meets  a university  lover  and  has 
another  love  episode  with  her  which  complicates  his  mission 
since  its  existence  demeans  him  in  the  eyes  of  the  leader. 

Life  pn  Lemnos  is  portrayed  as  primitive,  and  although 
the  leader  returns  to  the  world  it  is  only  because  he  has 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  any  meaning  for  his  life  entails 
living  with  and  for  others  who  need  him  and  whose  opinion  of 
him  is  all  that  is  likely  to  survive. 

The  mythological  story  is  interwoven  with  the  modern 
story  to  bring  about  recognition  of  the  individual’s  life 
in  relation  to  that  of  society;  withdrawal  from  society  has 
to  mean  extinguishing  the  individual, 

I found  this  novel  difficult  to  read  and  its  point  not 
important  enough  to  warrant  the  writing.  The  book  is  well 
written,  and  required  research  into  Odesseus  and  his  times. 


Bowles,  Norma,  and  Hynds , Fran  (with  Joan  Maxwell) 

Psi  Search;  Ban  Franeiseo,  etc.,  Harper  & How,  Public- hers 
(1978,  P'si  BEAHCH  Institute);  Illustrated;  Resources;  Appendi- 
ces; Glossary;  Notes;  Index;  Bibliography  i68p. 

Five  years  of  research,  two  years  of  writing  this  book 
with  the  professional  acai c-tance  of  writer  Joan  Max^/vell,  and 
a cautious  and  balanced  viewpoint  make  this  an  excellent  hand- 
book on  parapsychology.  I would  recommend  it  to  anyone  who  is 
c^ericusly  interested  in  the  subject  as  a source  of  information 
to  the  field. 

'Minor  errors^  the  omis'^ion  of  capitalization  c-everal 
times;  the  mistake  on  rage  81  that  the  Fox  Bi'^ters  phenomena 
originated  in  England  tactually  in  Hydee!ville,  New  York  Btate); 
the  misspelling  of  Eileen  Garrett’s  control  Uvani  on  page  91  as 
’^’Ouvani”;  and  near  the  bottom  of  page  107  the  use  of  ’’publical- 
lyTi  incorrectly  for  publicly;  thes©  detract  from  the  authority 
of  the  book  since  they  are  indicative  of  only  c^urface  knowledge 
of  some  areas  of  the  literature.  In  general,  however,  this  is 
one  of  the  mo«3t  usefu.l  books  available  to  the  general  public. 

On  the  front  cover  the  heading  appears:  ’’The  New  Investigation 
of  Psychic  Phenomena  that  Separates  Fact  from  'Speculation”:  a 
clue  to  the  aim  of  the  book. 

McConnell’s  iS3P  Curriculum  Guide  is  lifted  in  the  bibli- 
ography, which  is  excellent,  although  selective,  and  ^sparse. 

I concur  with  the  authors’  viewpoint,  but  deplore  their 
general  dismissal  of  spontaneous  phenomena  as  lacking  v^idity 
from  a scientific  point  of  view.  Had  there  been  no  opontaneouc! 
cases,  scientific  inves tiga tion  would  never  have  commenced, 
v/eight  mu-^jt  be  given  to  human  testimony  which  ia  often  c^uperior 
to  what  is  accepted  as  evidence  in  courts  of  law. 

No  comment  i^^  made  concerning  what  I believe  to  be  one  of 
the  most  important  observations  made  in  the  book.  On  page  62 
re  Miss  S:  ”At  3:15  a.m.  the’machine  readouts  showed  di'^tinct- 
ly  unusual  brain-wave  pattern^^but  there  w?as  no  evidence  of  the 
kind  of- rapid  eye  movement^*  that  usually  accompany  dreams. 

( I ta  1 i e s mine . CDC . ) It  is  es'^ential  that  thi^?  ^should  be  very 

thoroughly  studied. 

Although  this  book  ic*  m^erely  a cjurvey  of  the  field,  it  ie. 
one  of  the  best  known  to  me. 
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"Towards  Peace  of  Mind"  by  Karl  M,  Bo'^man,  M.D,,  Chief  Medical  Officer, 
Boston  Psychopathic  Hospital;  Assistant  Professor  Harvard  Medical  School; 
George  Allen  ci  Unwin  Limited,  London,  1936. 

I.  Inherited  factors  in  human  behaviour.  Constitutional  factors 
are  inherent  within  the  organism- — the  qualities  or  capacities  at  birth. 
Environmental  factors  are  eq.ually  important.  Both  enter  every  reaction 
of  the  organism.  Personality  plus  environment  eq^uals  behaviour. 

Man’s  constitution  or  initial  personality  is  inherited  from  his 
ancestors,  but  is  constantly  being  modified  by  environment  which  acts 
from  the  moment  of  conception.  The  fundamental  resemblances  among  men 
go  back  to  the  germ  plasm  of  a common  ancestry;  the  differences  are 
mostly  due  to  the  germ  plasm  of  the  more  recent  ancestry,  v/hich  no  two 
share  alike.  The  child  inherits  potentiality  of  development,  not 
definite  "gifts".  He  cannot  exceed  the  limits  of  this  potentiality. 
Education  consists  in  creating  environment  favorable  to  good  potential- 
ities, unfavorable  to  bad. 

Mind  and  body  are  partial  aspects  of  the  total  organism  inherited. 

A susceptibility  or  lack  of  resistance  to  certain  diseases  may  be 
inherited,  though  the  disease  - itself  must  be  acq.uired.  The  amount  of 
inherited  resistance  varies  with  the  race.  Certain  other  diseases  are 
inherited;  hemophilia  occurring  only  in  males  and  transmitted  through 
the  mother;  Huntington’s  chorea  v/hich  usually  comes  on  after  40, 
gradually  increasing  tremor  and  progressive  intellectual  deterioration. 
At  least  50^  of  feeblemindedness  is  hereditary.  Probably  only  a small 
percentage  of  mental  disease  is  hereditary,  I!any  are  the  expression 
of  some  underlying  physical  disorder. 

Mental  disorder  of  the  functional  type  includes  the  psychoneuroses, 
manic-depressive  psychoses,  and  schizophrenia;  a predisposition  to 
them  is  inherited,  but  environment  may  determine  whether  they  remain 
latent  or  develop  and  sometimes  they  develop  despite  environment. 
Hysteria  is  a good  example  of  the  latter. 

The  chromosomes  and  genes  in  the  egg  and  sperm  cells  are  the  same 
only  once  in  16,777,216,  and  only  that  once  would  ordinary  brothers  and 
sisters  have  the  same  heredity.  In  all  single  ovum  twins,  however, 
the  congenital  endowment  is  identical;  diffenrences  are  due  entirely  to 
environment.  One  point  of  difference  often  present  is  that  one  may 
be  right-handed,  the  other  left.  A number  of  twins  have  developed 
schizophrenia  even  when  living  apart.  No  case  of  only  one  of  a pair 
of  single  oviim  twins  developing  schizophrenia  has  been  reported. 

Egg  and  sperm  cells  are  composed  of  ^elly-like  cytoplasm,  in 
whose  center  a nucleus  contains  chromosome  particles  made  up  of  genes 
which  are  thought  to  determine  physical  and  mental  makeup.  At 
fertilization,  the  new  cell  receives  two  sets  of  genes,  arranged  in 
paired  ‘ chains,  one  chain  paternal,  one  m.aternal  as  are  each  pair  of 
genes.  The  function  of  the  two  members  of  each  pair  of  genes  is 
identical;  each  pair  has  a specific  function  to  perform  and  a settled 
position  in  the  chain  of  genes.  Each  member  of  a pair  of  genes  may 
tend  to  perform  its  function  in  a different  fashion.  If  one  gene  is 
defective  and  the  other  normal,  the  normal  usually  performs  the 
function  satisfactorily  for  the  organism;  but  the  individual,  apparently 
normal,  carries  in  his  genes  defects  which  he  may  transmit  to  his 
offspring.  Assume  an  undesir^able  trait  is  due  to  a defect  of  a single 
gene.  If  the  father  has  both  genes  defective,  his  organism  is  defective 
and  he  tends  to  transmit  the  trait.  If  the  mother  is  also  defective 
in  these  same  genes,  their  entire  offspring  will  tend  to  be  defective. 

The  marriage  of  relatives  means  an  increase  in  the  same  type  of  genes, 
thus  exaggerating  traits. 

Mental  disease  is  not  synonymous  with  insanity.  Insanity  is  a 
legal  term  denoting  incompetence  and  irresponsibility  of  severe  degree. 


II.  Physical  factors  in  Human  Behavior.  It  appears  certain  that 
'’life  arose  on  the  earth  fron  non-living  matter  and  was  not  brought  in 
from  outside.  Kirtley  llather  says  that  life  probably  rose  in  the  ground 
rather  than  in  the  sea  where  there  would  be  little  tendency  for  chemical 
sjmthesis  to  take  place  because  matter  was  (diffused.  V/hen  life 
criginatedj  the  atmosphere  was  less  dense*  matter  was  more  radio- 
active. Life  began  as  unicellular.  Testigial  structures  in  man  shov^r 
his  evolution;  doubtless  the  vermiform  appendix  was  '^an  important 
nutritive  organ A set  of  muscles  to  move  the  ears  are  now  almost 
useless.  Han’ ones  had  44  teeth  instead  of  32  now. 

X-ray  action  on  ova  produces  marked  changes  in  the  young.  An  old 
species  is  more  stable  than  a young.  500000  years  is  a fair  estimate 
for  the  life  cycle  of  a mammal.  Present  race  of  man  only  about  30*000 
or  40,000  years  old;  other  races  of  man  flourished  then  became  extinct 
probably  hundreds  of  thousands  of  years  ago.  Neurologists  predict 
further  development  of  the  frontal  lobes  of  the  brain  with  increasing 
mental  capacities. 

A simple  organism  is  capable  only  of  simple  actions  and  reactions. 
Its  degree  of  complexity  determined  its  capacity  for  experience. 


Boyer,  Paul,  and  Nissenbaum,  Stephen 

Salem  Possessed:  The  Social  Origins  of  Witchcraft;  Cambridge 
Massachusetts  & London,  England,  Harvard  University  Press  (1974, 
President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College;  Fifth  ptg,  1976;  Index 

231p. 

This  quality  paperback  attempts  to  explain  the  1692  outbreak 
of  witchcraft  trials  in  Salem  on  sociological  grounds,  rivalry  and 
envy  particularly  between  two  powerful  families,  the  Putnams  and 
the  richer  Porters,  and  the  commercial  and  political  inferiority 
of  Salem  Village  in  comparison  with  Salem  Town. 

The  actual  phenomena  and  details  of  the  trials  are  mentioned 
only  incidentally,  so  this  book  has  little  interest  for  parapsy- 
chologists. It  is,  however,  an  important  study  in  its  own  area  of 
history,  and  the  footnotes  indicate  a wealth  of  research. 

The  extent  of  the  literature  on  the  Salem  witchcraft  trials 
continues  to  amaze  me.  I must  discontinue  reading  about  this,  as 
I believe  I have  a fairly  good  idea  of  the  situation  which  existed 
and  I am  sure  that  many  important  books  have  not  been  consulted  by 
authors  of  the  books  I have  read.  No  final  grasp  of  the  matter  is 
possible  by  any  modern  student,  I believe. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  11,  1995 
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